GRS
1929 Graham-Paige Madd 837 Dual Cowl Sport Phamm, LeBaron

The Graham-Paige emblem was a
stylized profile rendering of the
brothers Graham (Joseph, Robert and
Ray) in knightly-helmeted splendor;
Paige was the Detroit company they
bought out in order to enter
America’s most formidable jousting
arena—the automobile industry. It
was 1928. Scarcely dilettantes, the
Grahams had previously been allied
with Dodge Brothers in the truck-
producing field. That January Gene
Tunney and Knute Rockne were
among the celebrities who spoke at
the lavish luncheon at New York's
Hotel Roosevelt during which lhe
new Graham-Paige was

amplified a month later when the
eight-cylinder Model 835 Graham-
Paige joined the line of sixes intro-
duced at automobile show time, Its
322-cubic-inch Continental-built
engine developed 120 hp, a figure
matched only by the gargantuan
McFarlan TV6 and exceeded by none.

The news was even better in
January 1929 when the big straight-
eight was provided a chassis longer
by two inches (137 inches) in the new
Model 837, Standard equipment
included a four-speed Warner trans-
mission, thermostatically-controlled
radiator shutters, Bijur lubrication
and ad ble shock

to the world.

Sharing the spotlight with the
production models at the New York
Automobile Show was a quintet of
one-off custom cars designed by
LeBaron, the coachbuilding house
responsible for the styling of the
entire Graham-Paige line. This served
effective notice that the Graham
brothers fully intended to claim a
healthy share of the carriage trade
market. How serious they were was
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r\mong the nine body sl) les offered
were three $5,000-range LeBaron
customs which did not, interestingly,
include the dual cowl sport phaeton
which had been a 1928 Graham-Paige
custom offering. It remained available
on special order. The number of
people who ordered one in ‘29 is not
known but John Morgan’s car—
whose previous ownership includes
the Rothmans of Pall Mall Canada,
Ltd.—is one of only two extant

Ouner: John E. Morgan of Manalapan, Florida

Custom models continued in the
company catalogue in 1930, the year
in which the brothers dropped Paige
from their car's name though, to
their chagrin, the public generally
continued referring to the cars as
Graham-Paiges. Typically, LeBaron
held in reserve complete but un-
finished and untrimmed bodies
earmarked for Graham whenever an
order was received. As the Great
Depression deepened, few were

Because of the Graham brothers’
solid contacts overseas, a number of
their chassis received coachwork by
such renowned European builders as
Erdmann & Rossi of Germany, Henri
Labourdette and Saoutchik of France,
and Van den Plas and Vesters &
Neirinck of Belgium. The last custom
Graham was produced in 1939. In
1940 Graham-Paige announced the
closing of its automobile plant
During World War II controlling
interest was acquired by Joseph W.
Frazer who, when peace came, allied
with Henry Kaiser for manufacture of
another car altogether.

Classic Graham-Paiges are a rarity,
the tenor of the times no doubt the
reason. The brothers Graham were
well-positioned and savvy enough to
do spirited combat in the automobile
industry. Jousting with the Great
Depression was another matter



