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brakes, reclining front seat, ,and center armrest.
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..i.;3.,.ia&|ad     I-`ia&&&`|EL&U

-.  |:.i>.\\lit\|.   |.(i'.s   lnoi.|,   l!i:\n   4

? .. i \.,.i:c`el bi.akes t!`rou`th l9`ts.
3.   G.^is``lir`e   c;`rs   -   193`:-19i2.
).   Gasillir,a   |`ars    -    l`lassic
irl}'  produl`tion  19.25-1932.
|o.   G``solti`.e   c!`rs   -   Classic
irl}.  Custom  1925-1932.
[1.   C-asoline   cars   -   Classicr`.

`-,

!',f*\

\,iii: .-,-. i     ,i
[e production 1932-1942 & Line.
-,tin.

2.   Gasoline   car.s   -  Classic
[e  custom  1932-1942.
3.  Gasoline  cars  -  Model  A
rd  ls28-1929.

:as:'i9`~i°<ti%:i::::st-cat::e[A
S. Foreign  Cars.
7. Commercial vehieles prior
•9i3.
i. Avf nti -Reserved for any

{aerc:i:eso}S;tshea:¥;nu:!}:nap:.1:;Pga?t.i
i+.rolets.  Hudson  Terrapfane,
)
).  T-Birds.
).  POs! War.
..  Lincoln  Continentals.
Iny class with less than three

;i3'`?.:ttfnagn:aresf`:gss¥com-

i&HAIEL ufl&|S b &C
Class  I   -   1006   B`1ick-Run-A-

Bo`it,  Stewart  Sage,  Greenfie
Mass., 85.

Cl<iss 11  -  1914 Ford,  William
E.   Florence,    Reading,   Mass.,
92.5.

Class111-1.1923Fol`d,Robert
Morris, Scotia, N.Y.. 94.5;  2.1926
Ford, Waiter Terrell. Goffstown,
N.H.,   92;   3.   1924   Ford,   Mark
Moroukian, Latham, N.Y.  90.

ToC|a,S\Sv.¥c=ff],.H}u9:]2ey¥uNP.¥:,bg{;:
2.  1926  Franklin  Roadstery,  E.
Midura,  Chicopee  Falls,  Mass.,
95`£;   3.   1924     Jewett  Tour,   C.
Thomas,BovinaCenter,N.Y.,95.

Class   VI    -    1.    1924    Buick
Roadster, C. Pergl, Binghamton,
N.Y.,    99ky2;     2.    1932    Plymouth
Coupe,   Robert   Wildox,   Barre,
Vt.,  90;   3.   1932   Plymouth  Con-
vertible,      Ii.v.      Stephenson,
Winiamstown, Vt., 76}£.

pecr]gai:SBYn[:h-an]t.a::2£.E¥C9%';€:
1925   Flint,    Forrest    Downing,
Canaan,    Conn.,    97%;     3.    1929
Nash,      Charles      Mccarthy,
Warrington,  Pa.,  95.

Class VIII -  1.  1941.Packard
Sedan,        Dennis        Mazzone,
Meriden,  Corm., 96%;  2.1410lds
4  Sedan,   Bob   Hellstrom,  East
Hampton,   Conn.,   957€;   3.   1938
Buick C Sedan, Doug Keuey, St.
Albans, Vt., 93%.

Class    IX    -    1.    1931    Cad.
Roadster,     Daniel     Johnson,
Jaffrey, N.H., 93%;  2.1927 Cad.
Sedan,      Ray      Newell,      Nor-
thanpton,    Mass.,    93;.   3.    1926
Pack.   Tour,   Thomas   Vagnini,

F~-`-or-'q5apl6TTTT3g---'q

a

uiELfl. |Vfli?GEL

Solners

b-trer, Worcester,  Mass.,  84;  3._a,14J.a-
Class   XIII   -   1.   1929   Ford

Roadster,   E.   W.   Tanis,   W.
Hurley, N.Y., 98; 2.1928 Ford, R.
Griffitli, Woburn,  Mass., 97lA; 3.

£9o23rjquFe°zr,dwh¥t:igy°,n'MasE:,b3;:
Class  XIV  ~  1.  1931  Victoria

Coupe, Tom Moore,  Wilbraham,
Mass..  96;   2.   1930  Coupe,  Jean

±eot;ed.s3:i:Oil.Q]uoehbnec.94i{3c.k]e9;:
Menands, N.Y., 89]4.

Class   XV   -    1.    1948   M.G.
Roadster,    Doug.     Redmond,
Clarence,    N.Y..    96.5;     2.    1956
Mercedes Coupe, David DUBeul,

ii.irk::¥3u,n:i°£ng':,rSt3..'N9:1;s3.s£¥g:
Class   XVI   -   1.   1926   R.R.

Roadster,   Herb   Hedstrom,   E.

!g#::ra::Vtdh::}¥§2.w}.928NE£:
Cazenovia, N.Y., 94;  3.  1961  4Dr.
Jaguar  M.K.   IX   Sedan   Solon,
C.E.   Hartwen,  Jr.,   Cazenovia,
N.Y.,  91]4.

class XVII - I.  1964 Avanti 2
Dr.,  Robert  Tomkins,  Methuen,

#m¥.'#te2r.h]o9u63e?V8¥tir2{dDgr;:
Mass.,  91;  3.  1966  Avanti  2  Dr.,
Robert  Condon,  N.  Bennington,
Vt.,  801A.

Class  XIX  -  i.  1957  H.T.  T-
Bird,    William    Mankauskas,
Palmer, Mass., 95 ; 2.1956 II.T. T-
Bird,           Ray           Barbeau,
pe_I.(,=.ap
[`

`    '"A;,€,,'-``
.f,

:lEL2;`f'...i`,`+.::`.`t.Tj:ifi±¥¥

.f,

Pittsfield,  Mass.,80.
class   X   -   1.   1929   Packard

Roadster,      Shelly      Vincent,
Mendon,   Mass.,      95IA;   2.   1928
Marmon     Roadster,.    Willal`d
Goyette,   Ber,nington,   Vt.   79lA.

Class  XI  ~  1.   1941   Packard
Limo,   AI   MCGarTa,   Newtorm,
Conn.,    92;    2.    1936   Packard
Roadster,     Bruce     Dillman,
Fair field,   Conn.,   91%;    3.   1938
Packard  Sedan,  Albert  Mirick,
H,o£:%n;>~¥Tafs-S=-9f°i.9fo-`Pael<`rd

ptju#bkt.,ip.qie,   N.y.,  ae;   3.   i855
II.T.  T-Birfl,  Harry  Tavel,   (No
a{1dres{i ).  87.

Class XX -  1.  1955 Pat.hard 2
DI..,   Edward   Yeager,   Shelton,
Conn.,   97;    2.    1964   Studebaker,
Lew  Sweedler,  Brooklyn.  N.Y.,
95; 3.1950 Pachard 4 Dr., R. Coll,
Manchester,   N.H.,    95;    ;.    1950
cadi]lac,      G.    .Vanderburgh,
hatham,  N.¥.,  94%.

Class  XXI  -  1.   1956  LincolJr
Cont.,  R.  Sitka,  Bristor],  Cojln.,
921A;   2.   i946   Lincoln   Cant.,   L.
Barrows,  Boston,  Mass.,  89;   3.
Lincoln  Cont.,  a.  W.  Lockhart,
Boscowen,  N.H.,  88.

Best  of  show  -   1924   Buick
Roadster,      Charles      Pergl,
Binghamton,  N.Y.,  9914.

Best      unrestored      -      1941

Poanc5ar&d  £]£!cphp::a DRe=fe  ¥c¥:
owners), Meriden,  Coup.

-

___a___I

Take  a  good  look  at  the
might not be there.

From the film in the press c
newspapers depend on  produ(
from oil.

To get a newspaper out ta
energy  comes from oil  and  r,al

But today, we`re using. thee
them. That's why America  fac

We're your local oil cc)mpa
Gap.  Becau.se it shou!dn't be r
oil  can't afford to  ruri short.

¥®dsEFL8€8!Stii€£3:¥5=3i`i:
For  more  information,  write

Vermont  Petroleum Associati(
141  Main  St.  P.O.  Box  566
Montpelier, Ve/mont 05602
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Packard.  Its  long,  81en^der..
bonnet,   reminisc-ent  'of   a
R.olls  Royce  and 'it8. body,
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Interior   of   tlio   Connorsvillo   mod®l   is   not   as   impr®ssiv®   as   +he   original.           Distincti;a   Pachard   radiator,   comploto   with   original   mascot.

ed  to  alter  them.  Sometimes,  if  cha8si8 were

?.Eaf!:::.::eint:::y:i!yo3ktafr::tE.a:t:!ie::ei:i!oour!:a
When  a  car  arrived.  a  crew  Of  two  men

;gea?;e:o::d:i;i.ortEi!::i:Faiv:3jv;ti.;:inn,e:a#!!n:;;

`¥:i:§e§:::::a:;i:f:ie:[e:h:i;§i::)::i:;§n§::#;e:L°;!T;i[n:db:ii§

During   the   course   of   "Darrinizing,"   the

§i#{:£:lei;:sii§::iw:£::::y::;;i:::i::I:i:9iie:::i:V:lil::e:]f;§ii
fuSOEwe:h:a;re;i::a:s::gr:a:Euz¥w£:p:p::dg;:#*:I:cncd.

with   a   board   of   several   hundred   different

;ho°ue,kd::::::terth'.eet;;utirt!.e8ft°coitrs:,iaetrn:i::

£°r::ght£:dighwta§Cn°,r:irt?it;:ininwe!thc;Fi:tw:tpri
correct  rates  were  fabricated  that  the  front
en3u:arsegha:[ddieugspoThtireedj:ffi%:11:]¥se:hatwere

;;i:;i;;;a:i:k::::ha;:r§t;;::;::t:;i::a;i;kia;r:d;a#8§;:;;§j%k§:
?he:t„Be8r:ruj:¢,e::'tI:]P#jrnde§o°f°:a:g,I::db:°b:#
-----:--_-:_-_----`---_----_-_-___:::__:---`------`----

;jg§j:ir§:i:::i;i:I:::;§¥d::;a;::t::;:::§°;i:;I:;:§°::t:::::

!h:i!i;:ai;,!§:oa!;'fo::ii:a:oi:;ri?:a¥!;rw;£ffu:Era.i:¥;;

?tro°rue3.°[ftt±t:Sonce&rofentfeh]aa8st:to£C°t¥ep]%toe::er£:
ville  cars which  was first  sold  in  October  of
1942.  It  features  an  all  welded  frame  a§  de-

;i¥i%§jj§{ia;}];§s:i:ai!i§:i:::;a;i*::i:;j!;;:rh§;a;ri:'

:;dthaecgiffpe]reet:i;a[nehwadovee8r#}v:a#a8refipt]taecde.d

::oi;s:Ci§::e:t:ii:t;a;:rrei#;:rignui:ei:I::;:I:;i:se?::C;k:¥£;.
penditure   of  $6000.-a.].

Closo  fo  ZOO  bhp  is  devolopod  by virtq®  of  Edmunds  hood  and  manifold  plus  H&C  y]  camshaft.



Packe|.d   Mo+or   Company  rospoi]dod   to  the   Lincoln   Cant:I`en+®l   +hroa+,   with   this   Darwin  ..'Supor"   cony®rfibl®

)

Pti®Io9r®pltf  by   Cl`os.brou®h

-`,--_t__i-_I_.'?-e_TrJ-.~.A

by  Bin  |ank.

:--:--I-:-_::-ii-_-_--:-l]:-:_.`--`-:-:---:--i::-::
I;q#:¥pas:£§8a¥it:#]:Srt§:n::±e:d;do:;hi::hejFtg:::t:ei%

the    blas6    automotive-wise    citizens    looked
aT€h¥se:ew¥opr8es# the  origin  of  the  car,

`,  were  told  that  the  8n9wer  was  out  on   the

gETns::dSt:;Pov:ntfeC::rrear:ec:rneaiE:#i:t:
script,   was   the  name   DARRIN.   Later   re-

}:a;{S;:a:u!;ie§to;fih§ti:e:;€a::i:a:ga;;ift:;:::0;:tea:::rnd:h°:

:3n9t;odetrha:len:ruk:Petro°{o:£°E]te:I:'ecaart§`ri:::

a::de£!#;I;.ea:tehi;ee¥Ci:u#8r#C¥::Pea:CakD¥a!Pf`

:gil;g:ui]§i!a[c;a°:§i::a)i§,i:ri§i)::r;a:n:i::¥;:i;;)i





A        DIALOGUE         0N         DESIGN

by Hchnd Sterner

nitcb mndn end I net about 8even years ago  at a mctcard tDeet in Olerdale
when I tock hin hcme.    He later vi81ted ny acme  and offioej  we  beeane  friendB;
and be  gave me  Council  on the restoration  of my four.  door mmin  oonvel.title
Sedan.    He va8  pleased  to  help any tine  he  could,  and to  give  advice  on aJl  that
he  could rermber.   HB menory i7a8 a little foggy in a fen areas,  tut very 8hap
in ro8t.  A

He  gave ne drawings  (whicb I  atm  have)  of` a  1941  roar  door lint he  design
ed,  but thieb wac aever`prt into prochiction.    If you tote  a lock ait what he did
rith the mrrin8,  fetch tra8 really interested ±Ei znaking inen prett,y.    H8  1Ifed
long hoods  and exciting lines.    He  iried  to  get Stray fz`on  the  high Stodgy  cars
by making Then  Sleek and  strcaDnined.    He `ra8  year`8  ahead  of his  field.

the  first Dandn,  fz.on what, I can  See  of the  records,  was  a  19>7 which ve8
a prototype.    He  later iirent  on to 'make  Just  a  fen  '388  and  '39s.    The  otry  car
that was made for the  catalog`ie  and 1.ae  ±n the  sales  hochure  for  the  Packard
Coxparisr was  in  19to,  when they  came  out rich a  tro  door Victoria and a four  docir
convertible  sedan.    The tro  door Victoria 1i8tod for  Sl+300  and  the  four door for.
$6300.    At  that tire  the  ctieape8t Pae]card you  could b``y was  $888  (a  8iripped  110).

nitoh related to me  ihat he thought about forty-five  of the  fro door ca*8
were built in  1940 and a ma±mm of fourteen or fifteen of the four. door eohvert-
ible8 were mde.    mere iter.e  seventeen  of  the  four  door  139"  wheel  base  ehoBi8
that were  delivered ty Packard to t>e  converted into  eustcm  cars.    We  inow tint
®t least  oae  wag  a RollBon  (that now lives  in II]ng Beach),  and at least  ire  of
then were hard  tops.    That, leaves  a marim]]]i  of  fourteen.

An attltnde  that D}tch revealed to me i¢aa  that he uno very relunctrt to
change  a  car  just for  the  sake  of  obange  or  to  Sell  cars.    He  Bald,  flJton't
change  8onething unless  you  can malce  it better--8o  it  either looks  prettier op
is  rome  functional."    Scme  of tbe  urique  design  ideas  tirat he  employed on the
mmSnB  included doors  that did I]ot  dip  dora,  no  ]running boar`ds,  and lowering     ,
the  c`ars  considerably.    Anoiiner interesting feaiaire  abut the  cars rm9 that the
top was not prep operated,  nor  did the top fold :in the I-er  of oiiner tops
when+they  fold up  into  the  boot.     On  the  Darring,  The  riddle  bcnp ;.as  -are  bow
that, was  detached  and  8cmet±mes  put ±n  the  tnmlc.    The  t)ro  lcnot)a  that held  the

Page  -13-



DIAIOGUB  oN  DESIGN    -     contiriued.

Some  features  that were not available  on the  mminB  tter`e  BidemountB,  luggage
racks  and  zunninB bc>ard8.    Since  there Were no  rmmlng boards,  flaps  had to  be  pet
-t>ehi]id the  front tires.    Otherd8e,the  wheels  thretr dirt and rocks  up  ag8in9t  the
rear  fenders  end  chipped tbem.    There  were  chrome  pieoea  on the  frout8  of the
rear fenders  to pr.otect them.    Baking off line r`rming boards  also meant  that they
had to re8hape  the  fenders  to 8eecmodrte  iini8  lack.

}fech8nically,  the  car rae  basically Standard +zith the  exception of  the  gear
shift ®saent>ly and the  changes mde  in the  Springs.    mtch 1+a8n't  terribly  irpre8sed
itith giant  engines  that, na.de  cars  8o real  fact.    Ioctcs wel`e more  ixportant to him
iin riorse prel`.

DITing  our. tal}c8,  mtch mentioned acme  of his  higtory.    He  did riot build a
foul.  door Dandn  to ny inot]ledge  in  1937,   '38,   '39,   '41,  or  '42.    me  only four
door handnB  that I lmon about wer`e built in  19to.    in  tine  '46 -  '47  Series
(which wee.e  the  Sane  body  Style),  there were  one  or  ttro  coz}verdt>le    8edens  tnade,
tut they were  eustcm  cars,  and I've  only  seen thotogr'ach8  of  them.    They ioere built,
extra long with Sort of bustles  on then.    He  did build a t]ro door Damln convertible
in  1946  or  '47  for mol Hymn.    I t)elieve the  19!ro rates  pretty I"ch as  a transi-
tion yeaz..    Pemin designed the  '41  Through  '47  Cliper,  and he  Stated  that Packand
never paid him for that  Series.    fe gaid that pI.actically every pl.ototype  of  every
car  he had  do!re was  different drop the  cars  actually made  by  the  coBpany.    He
alt¢ays  wanted  line  car.a  lower.  and longer,  and line  corpany  always  tended  to  make  them
higher and chorter.

Throughout tbe  years  mtch tra8 frequenuy at odds with acme  car manufact\il`er.
He related one  incident to me.    1then  the  19to  four door benin tra8  on  The +ray to
the proving  grounds  to be iriev\ed by a zl`mber  of dealers,  it was  Side-Swiped.    the
driver.  called D`itch and told him ithat had happened.    Ditch told him  to  drive  tbo
car  to the  proving  gr.ounds  early in The moming and park ne3to to  a mll  8o  close
ihat the  door  couldn't be  opened and  to  then  lcick the  car,  ta.Ice  line keys  and
leave.    So the  driver left line  car and rna,de himself  lost.    Vthen the  Packard  deal-
era  err.1ved,  some  of  them +}anted the  oar desJpite  the  fact that  lt was  a  limited
edition.    Even though they  could not test drive  the  car,  it was  so pretty the
eealer8  insisted they had bo have it.    Pactcard actiially  did not vent, to have  thig
pz.oduced because  line  linited nunt)erg t7ould ]ncke  it  6o  expensive.    they  didn't
even unut to list it in the catalog`ie,  tnit because  of dealer demand they figured
they had  to make  several  of  them.    Paekard iras  zDad at Inteh for maldng that sort
of  greed-Stand play,  b`it no  one  could  deny  that  the  ear ira6  beautif`n.

Ditch corked with prbbard  (Hibbard and Damin)  in Par.is',  FTance    de81gning
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I)ml.ceun  on  DBSI:GN  --  continued

i       cars  for royalty.    I[e  told  me  that he  though.b he  wa,s  partly responsible  or .tierhaps

~      even  totally res.consible  for  the  concept.  of  the  Cor!cours  D'  ELegance.    Designing
the  excrfein6.  expel.isive  cars  that were  brought  oub  s.oecifically  to  be  sc.la    tc

people  of  wealth  end  royalty was  a  Sort  of  social  event.     Custon  cc`rs  were  `.Cry
unch in vogue,  and nLtch Ti.a8  in  th.e  center  of  that  situation  throuch  the    late
'20s  and  early  '30s.                                                                                                         ¢

ir.  the  late  '30s  Diteh ro`7ed  to  Southern  Califomia  w.here  he  designed  caJ.a   .
for  the  rovie  people  such  a§  Dick  Powell,  Ffllph Ivfeelcer  ar.a  Claz`l{  Gable.  . Gable

had  a  car  that mndn  apeut hours  and hours  tvorking  cn with fudy  Stossel.    He
Spent so "ch tine witn the  ear that Gaible  said if he had  to pay hutch by the  hou„
line  cost  would  t)e  enormous.

mtoh later went on  to  design in  the  ear`ly  '50s  a  Xfiser-Darrin whier.  cane
out  in  1954.    He rag  veri+  excited  about the  HdisehDandn  because  it was  a  spor.be-
car with a radical  Change.    He  designed  it with  Sliding doors  ratb.er  than  oonven-
tiohi  doors.    Then he  beld tthe  opening  in Hollywood,  he had a  Starlet with him
to  help  choff the  oar.    That  Starlet b.as mrilys Monroe.    fuireh also  related  to me
that froard mghes was  invited to  one  of the  coming  out parties  for this  car,
and  Hhghes  shcrwed xp  and  even  got his  pictrme  taken,  thouch  he  cos  very  shy  of

pictures.
mfoh  continued   to  design  cars-I-sons  ones  and tw6g  of  different  ttrings.

h  the  lake  '70s  he  undertock use I.econsthction  of  a'dangea Rolls-Royce.    IIe
restored it and chal`ged it ty Baking 8one  sleek aodifications  to  tthe headlights
and body thin..    mtch had a  Bort of rejuvenation ffhen he realized itht the  cars
he  had  desi®ed  over  tche  years were  being brought baek.    It was  viunizing  for

/``    bfu to unck that the rork he  had done  forty years  ago was  being mintained and

~'   revered.    I Thick  the  high-light of his  design-~of all  ike  convertible  sedans--
tiaB  the  1940  four  door.    I happened to  be  forturrate  enough  to  find  one  fu  1967
and an in the final  stages  of its  coaplete restoration.    I lock fomard to  driv-
ing it and showhng it end letting people  share  the  experience  of seeing it.

fetch and  I`,hi a good t±ne  together.    He  was  always  taJJcative  and in  good
Spirits,  end he rag  a  aelicht to  be tith.    He  geve  ne  8oue  good ideas,  uns he `
gave ne  credit for  a  lot core knowledge  about  iinese  caLrs  the  I  thick  I have.  I
have read most of  u}e  articles  that have been uritten  on Dandno,  and mtch dig-
cussed teny `of his  concepts ttith ne.    The  story  of his  life  i8  renal:`kable.    He

dealt witb tl]ovie  stars  and nyalty.  He  had  an  airline  around  1920,  and he  flew in
the  1936  0lyapics.  He  designed  acme  of  the most beautiftil  cars  ever  driven.    We
neum  his  pes8ing,  but he  has the  gcod fortune  to  live  on in  the  design  and    line
beauty of the  cars  be b`rilt.
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New   160  hp   Eight .  .  . Improved

PACKARDS  FOR  1940  are  more  attractively  stylcd  with  nar-
rower  radiator  shells,   are   faster,   livelier,  better  riding,  more
economical  and  more  durable,  yet  p`.ices  are  even  lower   ($5

to  S150)   than  they  were  following  th.e  drastic  price  cuts  made  Some
months  ago.  The  new  prices  are  the  result  of  a  complete  rearrange-
ment  of  production  methods  and  machinery.

'rhere  are  four  cliassis  models:   The  Ilo,  a  ]iew  name  for  the  Six;

the  120;  the  160  and  180,  two  brniid-new  ®iglits  with  idel`tical  loo  hp
engines.  The  160,  also  called  the  Super  Eight,  takes  the  place  of  the
1939  chassis  of  the  same  name,  while  the  180  i§  known  as  the  Custom
Super  Eight  and  succeeds  the  previous  Twelve.

The  wheelbase  of  the  110  remains  at  122  inches.  The  three  eights
are  built  in  wheelbases  of  127  inches,  wl`ile  tlie  160  and  180  are  also
supplied  with  wheelbases  of  138  and  148  inches,  the  latter  for  seven-
passeriger  cars  oi`Iy.  In  addition,  the  120  and  160  are  available  with
a  160-inch  whcelb,ise  jar  b`is,  ambulance  and hoarse  bodies.

Compared  with  a  year  ngo,  prices  of  Ilo  and  120  models  are  down
about   Sloo:   the   160   sells   for   $3cO   to   $400   less   than   the   previous
Super  Eight,  while  the  180  begins  at  $2228  instead  of  $4140  for  the
Twelve  it  replaces.  Pi'ice  ranges  of  the  110,  120  c`nd  160  are  respec-
tively  $867  to  $1087,  S1038  to  $1550,  and  S1524  to  $1775.

The  big   eight-cylinder   engine   is  a  wholly  new   design.  It  has   a
bore  and  stroke  of  3]A  by  4%  inches,  a  piston  displacement  of  356
cubic  inches   and  develops   160  horse  power  at  3500  rpm.  The  pre-
vious  Super  Eight  engine  had  a  Smaller  bore  and  a  longer  Stroke,
being  3 R€o  by  5  inches,  a  piston  displacement  of  320  cubic  inches  and
delivered  132  l`p  ,it  3200  rpm.

The  new   engine   closely  follows  the  features  of  design  employed
so  successfully   in  the   120.  It  has,  therefore,  a  cast  iron   crankcase
integral  with  the  cylinder  blcok  instead  Of a  separate  aluminum  ease.
However,  it  has  a  nine-bearing  crankshaft,  whereas  the  120  has  five.
The   cranlchaft   is   fully   counter-weighted.   Main  bearings   are   2y4
inches  in  diameter.

The   eylinder   block   is   made   of   chrome   nickel   alloy   iron   and   8
cast  iron   cylinder  head  is  used.  Standard  compression  ratio  is  6.45
to  1  with  6.85  optional.  Breathing capacity in this  engine  as well  as in
the  120 has  been  improved  by  the  addition  of an  overhanging  boss  in
the  cylinder head which  extends down  close  to  the  open intake valve,
thus  providing  .i  more  streamlined  frow  of mixture  into  the  cylinder.
A dual downdrart carburetor with a 1%-inch  (Conlinuod on page 234)
i;i;roverd.ive  Description  See  Page  238.
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Overdrive* .  .  .  Restyled  Hoods-

New  electric  windshield  wiper  biiill   by  Stcwart  \^/@rner

Seven-passenger  sedan  on   180  chassis
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(Co%ti7Itted  /ron  page  232)
throat  is  used.   All  Packards  now  have   Stromberg  carburetors.

The  new  eight li{is  Wilcox  Rich  automatically  adjusted  valve  lifters
fed by  cle,`n  oil  sent  direct  from  the  oil  filter,  wl`ich  in  turn  receives
some  Of  the  oil  fed  to  the  main  oil  lead  in  the  crankcase.  The  oil
pump  is  supplied  by  a  floating  oil  intake  which  rests  on  the  surface
Of the  oil  in  the  sump.

Generator  capncity  has  been  stepped  up  to  a  I)`aximum  o£  35  am-
peres   on   all   models   and   both   currei`t   and   voltage   regulation   is
employed.  Sealed  Be.im  headlamps  are  used.

Some  weight  reduction  has  permitted  the  use  of  lower  rear  axle
gear  ratios  to  give  slower  runnirig  engines  with  resultant  improve-
ment in  smoothness,  dur,ibility  {ind  fuel  ecolioli`y  without impnirmcnt
of  activity.  In  facl,  the  ]G0  is  said  to  be  fosler  <iiid  livelier  tlml`  ..the

previous   Twelve.   Miulmum   gear   r<itios   without   overdrive,   for   the
110,  120   and  160-180,   are   respectively   4.3,   4.09   and   3.92   and   corre-
sponding  engine  revolutions  per  mile  are  3148,  2961  and  2732.
I Weights  have  been  reduced   by  careful  attention  to  many  dcfails.

For  example,  body  panels  forTnerly  varied  in  thickness  from  .033  to
.044  inclies.  Nour  this  dimension  is  held  to  .035  inches  plus  or  minus
.col,  which  represents  a  weight  saving  Of  as  much  as  20  per  cent  as
far  a§  this  particular  detail  is  concerned.

The  construction  of  the  overdrive has  been simplified  by  the  elimi-
nation  of  the  centrifugal  pawls,  which  have  heretofore  been  a  fed-
lure  of  all   overdrives  for  shiftirig  Iron  direct  to  overdrive.  In  the
I'ackard  design,  overdrive  is  obt<nined by  a  solenoid  operated  plunger
which  locks  the  sun  gear  statiomry,  and  the  shift  back  to  direct  js
accomplished  by  withdrawing  the  plunger.  Advantages.   in  addition
to  greater  mechanical  simplicity,  include  smoother  operation  and  the
ability  to  Set  the  overdrive  accurately  for  a  2Z  mph  engagement  .and
a  19  mph  return  to  dii.cct,  wliich  means  that  most  city  drivii`g  may
be   done   ii`   ovei.drive.   Furlherrl`orc,   i[   dcsircd,   t]ie   device   may   be
locked  out  of   action  when  in   overdrive  without  waiting  to   ret`irn
to  direct.

When   in   overdrive,   if   the   driver   wishes   to   return   to   direct   to
obtain   extra   acceleration   or  hill-climbing  ability.   I`e  may  do  so  by
pressing  down   rirmly   on   tlie  occelorator  pea,il  for  a  moment.   The
car  remains  in  direct  as  long  as  the  throttle  is  not  completely  closed.
Whenever  the  car  is  in  direct  above  overdrive  cut-in  speed   a  red
light  on  the  instrument  panel  apprises  the  driver  of  the  fact.

Better   riding   quality   has   been   §ccurcd   by   val`ious   rcrirlonionts.
in  1939  the  roar   springs  had  a   rubber  button   at  the   ends   of   the
second  leaf  and  antinony-lead  buttons  in  the  leaves  below.  For  1940,
the  second  and  third  leaves  have  rubber  buttons,  while   tl`e  lower
leaves  have  buttons  of  Silenite,  a  curious  material  developed  several
years  ago  by  John  Warren  Watson  for  his  friction  shock  absorber§.
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Packard   hoods   are  Hal.-
rower. The  I 20 I.s shown.
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Rubber  bushed  tension  shackles  are  used  at  the  rear  of  the  rear  springs

Its   novel   featui.e   is   that   its  .static   (starting)   friction   is   very  low,
being   only   slightly   in    excess   of   its    dyn.imic    (moving)    friction,
whereas  in   most  m@tci.ials  static  lr;ction   is  much   greater.   There  is
not  space  to  explain  why  tliese  changes  in`prove  the  ride  except  to
say  that  the  new  bultoiis  provide  .iclequate  spring  friction  without
interfering  with  a  soft  and  smootli  boulevard  ride.

Tl`c  "firth"  `diock  absorber,  att,iclicd  to  the  fi..ime  end  or  tlie  rcaf
cross  link  stabilizer  wliich  ruiis  to  tl`c  ri.ar  ,ixl.|,  Ii.is  been  elimi``atcd
on   the   110   because   it   was   found   that   diagonally   mounted   direct
acting  shock  absorbers  gave   tlie  sane  result.  Tl`e  adoption   Of  ten-
sioii   shackles   at   tl`e   b,ick   ends   of   the   re.ir   spririgs   also   helps  to
reduce   lntoi.a]   ilislnbjlity.   These   sh:ickles   arc  !`lso  Joul`d   oi`   all  127-
£iich   wheelbase   c{irs.   On   tlie   Ilo,   120   ai`d   ll`c   127-jiich   160,   the   tor-
sional  stabilizer  has  been  moved  from  tile  rear  to  tl`e  front  because
the   iliercased  piston   displaceli`ont  of  the   rear  shock   absorbers  aid
materially  in  subduing  rolling  Of  renr  end  of  chassis  on  turns.

Harris   rubber  bushings   arc   used   `it   the   rt`ar   end.5   of   the   front
radius  rods  illstead  Of  ball-sh{iped  rubber  busliing§.  TI`e  li.tter,  how-
ever,   are   continued   on   tl`e   loriger  wheelbase   cars.   Hari.is   busl`ings
have  also  been   adopted  for  both  ends  of  tlie  lower  control  arm  as
well  as  for  the  outer  end  of  the  upper  control  arm.

On  127-inch  wheelbase  cars,  high-ribbed  brnke  drums  with  ]aby-
rinth  seals  are  employed,  while  the  toe  of  the  lining  on  the  prinary
shoe  hns  been  shortciied  to  improve  the  silioothness  of  brake  appli-
cation.

Because  of   weight  reduclioiis,   tit.a  scclioi`s  llnvo   been   reduced  y4
inch  on  the  110  and   I/a  inch  on   tlie  ]29.  Tlie  new   tire  sizes  are  6.25
by  6.00  and  6.50  by  16.

In   addition   to   the   coriveiiti()n.il   (ln.5li   ]ic.itor,   an   ui`der`sent   I`eater
w]iicli   t€`kcs  il§  air  from   ii`side   (,he   ..i`r   is  tiJrcri`d.   Wit``   tlie  httor,  a
.sap.ii.i`to    di`Iroslor    iiiii.    i.5    .iu|iplic.I.    ^Ii    t.It!cti.ic`    wiiidsliield    wiper
by   Stewai.t-Warmer   is   used   on   the   Ilo   .`nd   120.   Tlle   tral`slucent
pointer  of  the  speedometer  glows  gi.eon  up  to  30  mpli,  sl`ows  amber
fi.om  30  to  50,  and  glows  red  above  50.  The  brilliai`ey  of  illumination
of  the  other  instrumcliLs  is  I.cgulalad  by  a  I.Ilc`()st:`t.

SpoJ}Lle  i`ubber  p:ids  I:lid  over  Marshnll  si)rings  .idd  colli[ort  to  tl`e
cushions  on  t}ie  160  and  180.  On  the  latter,  a  layer  Of  down  is  placed
on   top   Of   the   pad.   ConvcrLibla   coiipes   have   power-operaled   tops.
Two   v.icuum   pistons   concealed   in   bi)dy   sides   rnige   top   when   a
v,ilvo   h.ii`dlc   loc<|Lcd   above   the   wii`dshicld   dividei.   bar   is   turned.
It  is  lowei.ed  by  spriiigs  wlien  a  lock  buttl)i`  is  I)ressed.

Two  sinal.t  a]`d  racy-looking  five-p.issangcr  custom  bodies  designed
and   built  by   Howard  Darrin   are   available   on   the   138-incl`   model
180,   a   convertible   sedan,   and   a   Sport   sedan   with   unusually   slim
windshield  piuars.  Darrin  bodies  are  built  in  Connersville,  Ind.
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Let your Local  Agent  or Broker  shoul

you the Lcttest "Models" when you buy insurance

Yes,  there  are  new  models  and  impor-
tant improvements in insurance policies
as well as in motor cars.

For   example,    automobile   liability
insurance  recently  has  been  liberalized
to  cover-without  extra  charge-hus-
band  and  wife  while  driving  another

person's   car .  .  . And  if  your  children

drive   other  people's   cars,   your  local
agent  or  broker  can  arrange  to  cover
them, too.

One  of the  reasons  the  Aetna  Fire
Group  sell  only  through  reliable  local
agents and brokers is to pass on to you
these   new   forms   of   protection   the
instant  they  are  available.

There  are  other  respects  in  which  you

get more protection for your money by
buying from resident representatives of
capital  stock  companies.   They  know
local   conditions  .  .  . how   to   fit   your

policies   to   your  individual  needs  .  .  .
and how to advise you in event of loss.

It's  a  big  satisfaction,  too,  to  know
that illsurance with  capital  stock  com-

panies means insurance backed by  two
forms of security: A paid-in capital ¢#c7
a  surplus.  And  you  are never liable for
assessment.

Don't  Guess  About  Insurance  ....  CONSULT  YOUR  LOCAL  AGENT  OR  BROKER
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There  have  b®ezi a  z]tmb®r  Of P&c!card nodols  tdroueb  the  yoarg  that  have  qun3ifled
;.  true  Bporio  care  and  anaverod  the  doz=anag  Of  cormol88ourg  of  notorlng  for high,  pe=-
forzBanco,  rcadablllty,  and  dl8tinctlvo  appearance..   OutBt€Lndlng among  than i7a4  the
Darrln-bodlod  1940  Super Elgbt  ''Ona  Elehty",  cno  of whlcb  I  owned  for  g1= and  a  half
yeara  and  droTo  150,OcO  nlleB.    Bodies  built  ty  Eotiard  Damrln are  well lmovn and have
adcrmd many  fine  chag61s  thaouehoct  the ucFld.    Z£B  bullt  Shilty  for Packaz`d  ln  lgivo.

The  Pachard-Darrln I  ce9  fcottmato  enougiv  to  o'¢in grBs  a  191+0  Super Eight  (Model
1806)  cc"vortlblo  vlctorla.    She  .das  lcti slung and ra}f*©n,  bad  lndltldual buckot  8eat8,
a  solid  brc>nze  irlnd8hlold  fraro,  cest  aluninun ocvyl and  8ido  panels,.  cutaaey  doors,  a
top  that  folded  conplot8ly  out  of. Blgbt,  and  .rna  xpholgtetred  ia boa,utiful brown cin`cmo
leatber,  iDclndlag a  crash roll aboTo the  iastrun8nt  Bat}al.    "o hood tlas half the
1®ncth  Of  tbo  car;.tbo  Color  gcbomo  red t}1th  a  ten tap.

!ho  cinsglB  tn2B  the  li7"  wheelhaBe  Sxpor Eight,  with  356  ctolc  inch  ongino  d©-

::lop:¥prLef:B:£.:;ed!iv:::£t%i::dH::oor3'.'±.3¥:oAi£}:,h3in#:]un€=dt:L#L:£a:¥Ld
dlrectlF  over  the  dlgtrlbutctr.    At  flrgt  tro  btmned  xp  ggark  plngB  1B    900  nllos.    Wo
®nerimeuted  and  found  a  cold  b`rmlng  plug,  then  iast&11ed  overalzed  Jets  1B  tF.a  SJd-rca-

:::g:ar*=etg:;o;;;8:ri:i:veri:q:°!:::°3::i::p:3ohafe:pfi-iiktL::b:::,t=£:-
::aEr:b¥£%S:kh?:3:dm¥:#L::8:ir.a:hero``£8dr£:°t::¥=n:3o¥coan¥e:T:=9:LEE.t°
tnilo8  per  eBlloa.    Wo  increased tbe  gaBolln©  capeclty  to  40  gallons  tty  lngta]|ing an
aurlllany taz]k  in the  truutc  couBaatnent.    the muLpflgr iraB  a  6tralcht  through  Pcmeu,
and  the  eriaust  iirag  tznuBunlly  ghaxp  and  olcar®    9-be  car  novor  burmd  oil  and  while  I
cmod  her  aliraya  u8od  Ho,  10.

The  frcmt  end  i7aB  Packard  "Safe-tp-Flex",  but  the  hcaty.cedL 8t  flr®t  caused  lt  to
ehake  on  hlch  Speed  tims.    Wo  bolted  to  the  cctrl  two  gte8l bmcoB  which  cro8aed  oruea
the  enelno  dlngcrmllr  and  faBter`.6d  to the  oppcelte  corners  of the  radiator  oz`&dlo,  and
then t}olted  two  vertlc&1  Bujgort  bars  tree the  ra61atcgr credlo  to  the  frame.    With tb®a®
chan69B  tbo  car  held  tbo  rcad  beautifully,  and  on  a  Sharp  "S"  curve  tro  uBod  fca testing

::ni:rc3n:i:±t;V:d73hg.:;:inF::a:£oC::8{E:reihib::nt£:ppi=,¥±g:,r¥in6r;b:F
ready  for the  reed)  embled  her  to  rio8otigt®  turis  at  oiferemettry  blgb  spe®d8,  az}d  ca  tfi®
8tral8btaway   olinlmted  any  tremor  or uandenlng.    The  ateerlng wheel  dropped rigiv±  1n
the  driv8r'8  hop  and  corfeributod  greatly to the  ease  Of  handllag.    The  tranBnis9ion Has
thr8©  speed,  and  tbe  rear  end  ra,tlo traB  3.92  to  i.    A  Bhl±t  from third  to  aeccmd  gear
&t:.95  H.P.a.  iia8  POE;81ble,  aLTt.i ..€s  accoupllch®a  ca  riiaerous  oocaslone.    W®  flmlky
8tandardlzed  co Blchland Super D©lu=e  tlges  {7.00  a  16},  and  the  Da=rin wcF©  i5  elTjBa
plot®  8eta  during her  career rdth ae.

She  'diTaa  a  ?Cry  blch pgrfcanlng  car,,  and Would  accolgrato  free a  deed  chop,
ttroueh  the  gears,  ee  follcma:-

0  to  60  M.P.I.  -  11  aoccodB.                             0  tci  95  M.P.H.   -  43  8econdg.

8 :: 88
M.P.E.   -15  9®condB.                               a  to  loo  M.P.Ho.-50  seconds.
M.P.H.   -  22  gecondg.

"o  top  Speed  i7a8  not  ®=c8ptlonally  hlgiv,  b-jLti  -de  clock©d  her  ca a ooa8ured  railo  at

w¥:£gr:3H±*i:EL:¥n§¥gov¥3:i:t;¥a:g§!;:ifi±:;Hfgr§!:3£¥gi;±Wdip:F::urd::¥¥i:§i:a=
bour  and  to  mlnute8.    A  for  other  diBtancBs  art  clcoked  tlzBeEi  may  bo  of  lnd9z`egta

Atora3: :ipe]:a:trff.atM¥§:fi.How ¥°r±j  to !6octo'Jgr Falls, Hau York,  in i7 ninuteB.

95 H.3:I:±±es  fron Saoro.  Pau  to Hcmtotar Egil}g,  H.Y„  ±a 2b mlautoB.  Aver:ago  8pood3
19 tBllee  frca Elalra,  H.Y.,  to WBtmes  GLOB,  W.Y.,1n  ra  zrinutog.    Average  Bpged3

95  H.P®E®
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.....           i..               .                '         A.''.r   .....,.             `'-

In a;] LrfeL  ce  i ira8  a miner  of P.at.hard.a .engineering  deparfuent  &t  the t3mo
of tl±o  car rofomod to  ln lfr.  ArgetElnger'B  article  in SPORTS GAB  for Sopt.-Oat.
19lL7,  I  feel  obliged  to  peLsg  on  to the  menders.the  follch71ng  infcma;tion.

Slnc®.1`  vas  not.  one  of  the  cam:pany'B  'rbrass  hats."  I  do  not  lmov pr;cl8ely  hotr
Paclrard  and I)arrin made  their  deal to I)ulld the  Packard-Damllig.    Ify  impre8Bicn,
hotroTer,  taa8  the;i  Damin was  not  8oliclt8d by Packard,  but  built  one  of the  cars,
drove  it to Detroit  and fimlly  Bold the Packard EnnagemBat  on tbe  idea.

Scmowhero  along the  line  Paokard made  a  great miBtako  ln naldng no prcrpislon
izi tbe  agreement  whereby famin'B wcmk would be  tecEnically  lnspecked by  a Packard

t   onglseer.    The  deal  geens  to have b©8n that  Packard 'would  Supply Darrin with  chasBlg
and  certain body parts,  Damin Would build  the  cars  in.his  Shop,  and Packard  dealers
Would  Bell the  cars  in the  principal  cltieB.    The  selling .bF P&cEard  dealers  cioLf~i_m3g
z=aa8  the  cars  Pac!mrd'g  respor!2g±bllitF  -  hence  ny  aEitoniszmend  ]Bter when I  found
ao techical coritrol had been exercised by the  alrayB  careful and conservative
Pac3iBra  B![cto±  Car  Co.

•:-.i.-.b..           ; -.-..

Other than hating ca8cally  Boei Damln's  first. a.ample  car ln tie  oxperlierifeal• garage  BaDe}  inca:the  earlier,  ny  flrBt  contact  with  the  Pac3mrd-DarrlRE  occtmod when
.   His.  CIFdo  R.  Paton,  then Packard'8  Chief Ehglz}e®r,  gave. ne  a  letter  to read.    "ilg   .•..  tra8  a hl8h]y  indt&ted  ccm:plaint  frcm a  central New York  comer  of a Pacmrd-Darrln

Tho had  uncorenoniously  Shipped the  car  to the  Packard plant,  and  demanded  t]iat  the
car'B  BhortccmlngB  1]o  rectified.  . I?o nake  a  lens  Story  Short,  I ira8  assigned the  j'ob''nct  corty  of  Bxpervi81ng  the  dlagnoB18  end  ccrmectlon  of  thl8  cap`B  dllneuts,  but  to

dovolop a kit wheroty Pac]card  dealers all  over  could  cangaigr all the. other Pac!card-
Damlce .

i      `         +.      .
--..     \   ,.,.

The. oimar'B  ccmphalut"ore  the;t' the body `.ag  t'falllng a;part, "  that  lt  chock
tedbly,  and that  the  doors  opened at, speed,  etc.,  etc.

'

I  flrBt  road-te8ted;` tbo  car  on gone  rouch back streets  ln Detroit,  and wlille
I  could  agree  Bcmewhat  with .the  comer,  I  felt  ch©  had  ezagg®rcted,  which  ±m]pres81co
vas hoi8ht8nod by tbe  car'8  general appearance  suggesting that  lt had not beefl too
troll treated.    However,  Just  to` be  certain,  I  drove  tbo  car to.Packard`8.wonderful
proving  ground &t  Utlca,  mchlgan  (lade,  you chould  cast  Four  eyes  en that banked
comezlt  apeedray  -y`jnSy..iim!).    there,  cm a very ioaw and tariuous  typical key mgland
black tdb back roes,  I  tried the  cgr  at. Bpeed8  up to  85 M.P.E.  or  Bo.    At  this  point
the  nm began.    q}be  cc"1\ dai66d  al.1  over,  and the  laxps,  front  fenders,  and radiator
developed respectlvety,  the-Shiny,  fandango,  and black bottcm.    "e  fcRErd-op8rfung
doors,  which  I  had  tied  Shut,  opeaed  as  the  cuner had  claimed.    During a fast  turn

• tbe  1"ido  roar wheel  Scraped..jtho..whoeThouse.    The  din firen rattles  was  i;errific.
I.had  a  Job  ozi ny  hands.       -

Eawhg taken the. car to the Paclrard Br;nch  en Jefferson Ave.  in Dotrolt,  and
bating  8ocimd the  Berv|ceB  of tbe  foneaan.of the  .body  chop,  I  cot  about  to  gee those
the  troubli3B  irere.    We  found:   ..

1.    mmin had r.enoved and dlgcarded the  haavy Packard radiataar  can
credlo  of  chamel  Steel  and. had  Butstitirfe©d  aL measly  piece  of  8teol
Strap,  about  an inch vide  by about  3/i6"  thick,  thus  lcmering the

•  ..radl&tar  Shell.
.  `   ',   .    -   `



•\_   ).a...`

".`%;.,.-...

•-i.
•  .;.i :...:  .... `   1

~..  -: ..  ap4 uhile  oxtormlly boautlfui;  were  a neE]g  lnglde  and would have
•.T.-.          I    ..1}oca   a   groblom  to  repair ...--..... i .... ::~..  `  : ........  ~    .-.

-.`..       .i.a;.'......                          `-.,.

i   ` .  in  Bbop fcoma Btmrmlzed  our fce]±ng; ty 8ayin8 aa  i ould invo dca@  1t

•`            .:v ...-....-.....`"......      :.:    ..-..:I:..=.::...:..'..... `.` ..---.'.`

a.  .qlio  frcnd  fender  B.[]qppcut tracbetg,  Barinlly tied to the  cradle,    `   '   -
•             '`.    ..      `'.`.   ,~       ±.=-

I-,-`.',=J-I          .

• .   her tg  cany  the  fenqorg  imbrac®a."..:".'.':-
3.    Shut  flat  ploo8e  of  st©ol had been u®1ded to the  outer bottca edge•, of .the. body  a]ad to the  frame  aldo  ral]i3.

h.  . mo  cast alurfuun ccerl rag nck  HyDnetrlcal,  being f]cpethlng u±0 3/4
::.  of  co  inch too tide  on  cue  glde.   .gala  slae8  were  alto.of  unovca h818be.

5 .... In.1cnerlng tto  roar  gad  Of  Stio  body,  the  viheel house  arc,  ae  vioiJod•..... frca frorfe  co rear,  bad been.1aer8d enouch `bo  lnderforo with the tiro
•... on a tan.

6:    The  doors  hrh tiedi:~cut  down ty the .a.utting tonch.8in ham9r tB®thed,

•out  of  t#o  old  oil.dr`mo .and .a pear  of bin anlpso
`-'           .,       .`!    .... :..i-.  .::.     I:-.

8sgin8 t&a  could have  dcao.1t bot€co .3

~h  gezBztal.,  our. cure  for mode  of €he8e  probl©BB iiag:
\'...           €'.    .    '.   .      .     :-

•.1.-:-... Belrfcece  the  .8.il*5r  uftle  I:ajala:facHr  a.aF;. ;redLe,1t  act  being
• `...peBgibl8  to nako  roen for the  g©ziulne  aatlcl9.

...  2 .-.... Brace  the  f]rond  fend8r tffacket8 ty running  a  gtoel rod  f±cm. each  oldo
~.=..;..'' : .... ::t' af  the  aradlator  cpedla  through the. tracketB  and  thcaco  to the  frazzx?.

•:,..€L .... ',: ;rd t6.the  frcHt .dr the  aaBh  ar  firs¢iall,  and  eitonding nearly. lap to
i:..  i:±-;'tho   bconBt.                                                                                                                                                                  ..: .... ;+..:...:     ..,

I. .3 .....`Jbehc8> errd brace  the  cowl by  plcelng,   on  caoh  Bida  Of  the  gap,  a heevr     :..
I:.J .... i:...?`.ploco. pf  st®01 angle.bolted  So the  1rmer  8un±aco  of  th9  frana .gideLxpl|.„;;#

. ;.Ei*;,.Cuttng .gvey> ..uie..;,:1it¢to .velao.a::.-;SioceB  ¢caneed±ng the ..I)edy . to:. the  gldo6

.    .`'                                                                                                                     .         t.      J___   -_,-_        L___  _1__i_    _    _i-        2 ...-  ` --,,.-..,.-
:;::Of  the  frame  art..tialng  pqpar.:.body.bol£8,  tmck®ta,.  oto.   =i ....:.`,;I.i...:.:...,    :.'..,i...

j}.€=.-`   .
rL-,.`:`r.` --...:t~c:i...::.--..``.±..5..;..;.Dlnglng  ln  the  .thgo]houso8  to:.:;..olsai  i;ae  £]rg8  ch  tin.

•ir \ ` .`;-::.?.-..    H]1g .Dotrolt  fact.crty foarich. BLrdo':'"d  ccnv©rglon  co aovoral
arid  the  fcmozzrm. iafror  tom ne .tis:fe' the  bodleB  oc>uld  not .be  lifted  fron tho'...::. `::-:==i=:i   `'`*--`-`,i:_-__-_-'-._ --------.  __  _-__    ___I_____  _:I__   _

vlthout;  proper  Biieqpar.b  81nco  tpB bodies ¥ould buem®,  and that  this cog  cup
-.fro
cha841e

•``\;=`<,.

i ..,.- '..'  .';::. `-\J\JC>®q\+®   |-\,\\+J+^\,   ,±++,\S ----=< ---- _T   --.-- __--___   ----- _,   _____   __     _    _   __   _
to the  outt]]]g amp  of the bottom frimlri of` the body to achlevo  lcmeeB.

•   , qroso' Pac±:eLrd-Zkndn. bodle8  irora}.. ty .the  way,  noatly  made I +p-af  Btgndard   `...i: .,.-.... :..::il::r=-:

Pachard body  olenentB  8ueh  ae radlatcs  ch,all, . fend©rB-,  doers,  sear  quariena,  trri;.,`<':::
8to.,  and ro-vaz.ked by,DBz*1n.    The  ca)rie  and windahiolds crero the  prineipl 1temB
nde..b?..mr?¥ ...,-\..,~,.:...:       ....... `..,.. a:,..... `'```                                                                                                    -I.:.-.`:*;;;.;:::

i      Ag. to .porfominc®,  tisio.'i.'8.not. aedb€' 'that  tifege  care eero hot;  but  the  ±rii.i'``.:.±i::;-:.
•'i::;:±Onri:=°i¥=8±°cop±vern#¥^3¥tp¥¥¥T¥¥:=z:,B¥froh:egTfro¥core¥F±:^.`>:

In thlB  ecDnectlon lt ml8!it  ldeerogS  the i.€nderB to ino!r that,  ichen the fi3:st.-::3;
356cu;Icv=ih-p~a"±a';i;r-8-riBT5;=Lri£.:~ri,-i€-ri:{ieHin:Tt-fern-tini=-tr-ri;;;:.ii,.:.:.
eirtock  paroductlco  car  in the  ¥arld. 8o  far.  es i3o  at  Paclmrd  could  determine  frcn e= -........
tenslTo   era   careful  toatln8...`.         .` ....- i ,......... `    ....-.-...-... : ,..-..3?.?;...

I..  The  lzifcB"ticn la thlB aatlcto bag  bcop gr9Bendod  Bololy to iifcm.m6ifeer8  ocn-.-tin:plating the  puncha8o  of  cae  Of  th®f]o  P±chard-Damin3  of what  nunt be  dcmo  to achl®to

.aatlBfactcny reBultB  chould  coo bo  found minus  the ziBlnforc8aents meutlonod.    These
I are  eaey and fairly  cheap to apply,  cad fczr all I how,  !titB. arid lnstruetlono may  etlll
.bo  obtalnabl®  fran P&c]card Sordc®  at the  faeddy  ln D3trolt.    Once this vork id  dcao,
these  cars  chould  glvo  very  oatiBf&ctcrty  serdoo  aB Ida.  Arget61ng8r'B  enthuslastlc•arilole  lndicato8.    I  her a very  eDa]| hBnd.1n the  deBlgn  of thB  englz]o,  which I  cca-
elder to 1]o  de  loact  ae  rugged  a8  any,  sad.the  chaEiBls  1g  very  goer.    .



Money  spent  up  to  now  on  this  desigrier's  dream would purchase  100 medium-priced  cnr§.

Restyled   and   I.e-equipped   countless          The  car  has  been  restyled,  rebuilt,  and
times, Packard's "dog" car is a c|iang.     re-equipped  so many  times  that  Macau|ey,

son of Alvan Macauley, former president and
board  chairman  at  Packan.d,  has  to  I.efi.esh
his   memory   from   photogi.aphs   to   recall
what it  looked  like  year.s  agQ.   That's  what
makes it  so  expensive.

The  gi.il]work  that `the  company  has  put
on its  production  cars  foi. the  last two  years
\vas  fir.st  tried  out  oil  I.he  Macauley  car  in
1940.    The   bumper.  on  the   1948  Packard
was  fii.st  used  by  Macauley.   He  has  tested
scores of other items, iirdiiding liner springs,
that were adopted  foi. production.

At  one  time,  the  dog  car  actually  con-

ing parade of autolnotive pl.ogress.

Hlu DODo\. Fru\.cis
PS  photos  by  W.  W.  MOTTis      .

P ICTURED on this and the following two
pages  is  the  most  expensive  car  in  the

United States.   Up to now it has cost around
$200,000.   The man who drives it is Edwai-d
Macauley, chief stylist of the Packard Motor
Car Co.   He has been offered $50,000 for it.

When  Pac`kard  thinks  up  something new
in  equipment  or  styling  to  put  on its  auto-
mobiles,  it  first tries  it  out  on  a "dog"-and
the  "dog"  is  Macauley's  machine.

mag€`

tain'ed a 500-1b. refi.igerating unit, to cool
its occupants on hot summer days.

AUGUST   1?4?   lob  I

.'  I_,1.     '
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FIGURE  "J„

FIGURE  "K"



The  "REAL"

PA(KARD  DARRIN
photographs by James M. Sitz

The   oTlglnal   Darrin.buHt` Packard   convertible   was   much   lower   than   later   models.

WHEN  WE  ran photos  of a  1942  Pack8rd.
Darrin   (R.  &  T.,  Sept.,  1953)   many

members  of  the  Packard  cult  Sent  letters  of
protest-it Seems  only the cars actually built
by   Howard   "Dutch"   Darrin   in   Califomia
were considered  as  being really worth  while.

Pictured   here   is   a   1940   eight   cylinder
Packard  Darrin,  one  of  seven`  cars  built  in
a  small  shop   on   Sunset  Boulevard  late  in
1939.   The   following   year   Danin   built   30
similar  cars,  but  later  models  were  built  by
Packard.

Although  these  37  cars  are  acknowledged
and   acclaimed   as   being   "better   looking",
their   detail   construction   left   something   to
be   desired.   Complaints  poured   in   and   the
factory had  to supply special kits  to  allewiato
ire  front  end  shake,  doors  flying  open,  rat-
tles,   etc.   The  kit   provided   proper   bracing
between    the    radiator   cradle    and   fender
brackets,  and  also  substituted  heavier  body
mounts   for   the   original   "bent.tin"   affairs.
However,  the  body  had  no  proper  sills,  and
would  literally  collapse  if  any  attempt  was
made  to  lift  it  off  the  chassis  as  a  unit.  It
is not hard  to  understand why Packard  tock
over  the  job  of  building  subsequent  bodies
themselves,  though  they  were  actually  built
in  Connersville,  Indiana.

This  particular  c8I.  belongs  to  Mr.  Frank
H.  Waterhouse,  Jr.,  o.f  Pasadem,  Califomin.
It   was   found,   in   1951,   in.Tennessee   and
though  in   daily  use,  it  was  in  a  very  ne-
glected condition.  The car is now beautifully
restored  to   original,  with  one  exception,  it
hag  a  V-12  dash  board  and  in§trumentg.  The
owner  reports  that  he  gets  14  mpg  on  t'rips
and  that  the  speedometer  will  indicate  100
mph  if  desired.                                                .

Bodles  that  obviously  lock  mucl`  Of  their  style  from  LeM8ns  cars 'Of  1930.         A   sloped   windshield   sets   the   theme   fo]   a   I)calttift]l   Cf`r.



Acfucl`/    road    and    dynamometer    tests    f`ave
proveil   ttiat  a   Porter   Exhaust   System   really
boosts  pickup,  si)eel,  and  power.

Why?     Because   I.orters   are    specially   engi.
neered   to   free   your   car's   engine   from   tlle
harmful    "back.pressTre"   that   builds   up   in
small,  restricted stack exhaust systems.  Tliey
let  your  engine  ``breathe"  again  -  increas.
iiig  road  horsepower  as  much  as  13%!

Wi.th  Porter,   you  have  your  choice  a(  two
top.quality   iTiufllers;   the   Porter  STEEL.PACK.
7or  a   deep.   full,   powerful   tone   -  and   the
Porter   ''HOLl.VW00l],"   for   a   i]uiet,   mellow,
rippling  toiie  unmatched  by  any other muffler
on  the  market.

But  no  matter.which  you  choose  -Steel  Pack
or  Hol[ywoad  -  yell   can  be   sure  of  getting
the  finest  muffler  available.   A  product  whicti
has    been   a    leader    fo[.   nearly    a    Quarter-
Centu'y.

`   .    look   FOFI   THIS   EMBLEM   .   .   .   It's   The   Sign   Of

'.      Your   Official   POFITEF!   AUTHOFuzED    DEALm

a    stocks   a    complete    line    ol    Palter
inglBs,    Duals,    tleaders,    and    all    ottief
xhaiist   accessories.     For   friendly,   ®x.
ert,   com|ilete   service,   see   him   today.

Writ.  tor  lhe  name  and  addre&S
®t  your   neares.  P®It..  Dealer.

GET   MORE   POWER
Fisher's  Compression   SEAL
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potty-Six

le  noi  dos  Gurrossiers
(Gowhrmed from ¢age  t]iii.try-three)

had  never  sold 'more  than  a. car -or- two  a
year iD Paris, Darrin unfolded the plan in
detail.  They  would  sell  chiefly  to  Ameri-
cans planning an extended stay in Europe.
_-_-'-'  -A_  -`_ ._-` --_---_~__`-{-y'  ._i

D`a;Trill  served,  a,s  ow  air  observer  with  tile

7Ist  Escadrille  chlring  i;he  firsb  world  ever

They  could  drive  the  car  while  sightsee-
ing,  then  ship  it  home,  taking  advantage
of  the  duty  exemption  on  used  property.
The  car  would arrive in  the  United  States
at  a  total  cost  much  lower  than  the  New
York   price.

The  Belgians  \`'ere  impressed  with  the
idea but finally  rejected  it  on  the  grounds
that  jt  would  ruin  their  New  York  agent.
Darrin then promised that the price would
be  set  high  enough  so  that  no   customer
could   get   his   car   home    for   less   than
SII,ooo-a  reasonable  saving  for  a  used
vehicle.   After  the   B.elgians   extracted  an
additioml  promise  that  all  cars  would  re-
main  in_ Europe  for  six  months,  they  de-
manded  $2o`ooo  as  a  guarantee  that  the
price  level  would  be  maintained.

Neither   of   the   partners   had   anything
approaching  that  sum  of  money`  but  they
had  nerve  tlnd  inspiration.  Rushing  back
to   I'aris`   they  ``iere   I.ust  in   time   to   rent
space  in  the  Paris  auto  show.  By  burning
gallons   of  midnight  oil,   they   sketched  a
number  of  special  bodies  for  the  Minerva
chassis   and   hired   an   artist   to   complete
full  color  drawings.  They  were,  of  course,
unable   to   display  a   car,   but  with   great
aplomb  they  hung  their  pictures  under  a
bold  sign  reading`  "Minerve  de Paris,  Min-
erve  de  France."

When the cro``'ds poured`into  the  Cirand
Palais  opening  day,  Darrin began  circula,I-
ing  from  stand  to  stand.  Whenever  he  lo-
cated opulent-looking Americans gazing at
the lush  limousines  displayed  by Hispano,
or  perhaps  Rolls-Royce,`  he  would  strike
up  a  conversation  that  leaned  beavily  to-

ward  the  beauty  and  virtues  of  the  Mi-
nerva.  In  case  anyone  ever  doubted  his
generous  statements,  well,  there  `vere pif:i
tures  to  prove  it.

After the show  they \vere able to return
to  the  Minerva  factory  with   orders   for
2o  Special  bodies  and  $4o,ooo  cash,  repre-
senting  a  $2,ooo  deposit  on  each  car.  Ac-
cording   to   the   terms   of   the   agreement,
the  customei.s  \\'ere  to  pay  half  the  price
of   the   car   upon   delivery   of   the   chassis
and  the  ba,lance  on  completion  of  the  ve-
hicle.

After  this  convincing  demonstra,tion  of
the art of lifting oneself up by  one's boot-'
straps,  the  resistance  of  the  hetids  of  the
Minerva   firm   collapsed   completely.   Pc.I.-
haps  they  considered the hazards of having
these  t\`.o youngJ men  as competitors. .They
even    \`iithdrc\\'    their    demand    fo-r    the
$2o,ooo   bond.

In  c€ise  this   transaction  does  not  seem
incredible   enough   as   it   stands,   there   is
one  more   point   that   can   be   mentioned.
Darrin  sold  those  Minerva  town  cars  for
$8,ooo  or  $9`ooo  each.  The  entire  chassis,
complete  \\.ith  the  engine  and  all  the  run-
ning gear,  cost  him  $6oo at  the  factory.

The  firm   of  Hibbard  and  Dinin-was  ---- I
soon sol\'ent.  Dcirrin \`'as  free  to  work  out
the   \\.ealth    of    revolutionary    ideas    that
flashed   inr,o   his   consciousness   in   an   in-
exhaustible   i`rrny.   One   of   the   first  auto-
mobiles   hc   designed   in   Euroi)c   featured
sliding   doors.   In    1026   he   designed   two
Rolls-Ro}'ce  convertible  sedans   (see  page
35,  top right  photos)  that set  the  trend in
styling  for  the  next  Io  years.  They  \vere
the  first  cars   th{it  Darrin  knows  of  with
rounded  side.s.   Fifty  units  of  each  model
\`Jei.e  purchi`sed  by  Rolls-Royce  .of  Amer-
ica-the  rirst  large-scale  production  order
the   firm   h:`cl   received.   General   Motors.
adopted   the   impressive  hood,   sides,   and
fender  lines  of  these  cclrs  for  its  produc-
tion  Cadillac  and  Lasalle,  9n,d  paid  Hib-
bard  and  D!`rrin  a  $25,Coo  yearly  retainer

I)lus  SI`ooo  per  month  for  the  privilege.
Even  the  Hibbard  and  Darrin  molding-
\which  al\`.ciys  r.in  straight  down  the  sides
of   the   hood   `ind   then   curved   across   at
the   bottom   of   the   windshield-was   re.
tained  in  the  GM  cars.

Only   t\`.o  }'ears   after  concluding  those
first  ari.angements  with  Minerva,  Hibbard
and  D,irriri  \\.ere  kno\\'n  as  the  foremost
designers  in  Europe.  They  \vere  receiving
twice   the   number   of   orders   that   they
could  handle  and  etiger  customers  had  to
wait  a  year  or  longer  before  they   could
expect   deliver}'.   The   firm   opened   show-
rooms   just   off.   the   Champs   Elysees   and
finally    I)oosted    its    production    until    it
turned  out  magnificent,  incredibly  expen-
sive limousines  at  the rate` of  15o per year.

\Vhen   Hibbard   and   Darrin   dissolved
their  pzLrtnership  in  1928,  Darrin  had  de-

(Continiied   on   ¢age   fif try)

1ro[oT  Ti.end
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(Conitiuied,   froin   t]age   f ortry-sin)
veloped   his   abilities   and   reputation   to
such   a   point   that   it`  did   not   break   his
stride.  He --formed  a-new  partnership  with
a  French banker and  named  the firm  Fer-
nandez  and  Darrin.('(He  was  retained  as  a
consulting  engineer  by  most  of  the  great
European  manufacturers  as  well  as  Stutz,
General  Motors`  Dodge,  and  Studebaker.
When  he  designed  for  the  Barker  Coac.h-
works  of  London`  they  put  his  nameplate
beside  their  o\`.n  ancient  crest-an  honor
nearly   cqui\.alent   to   an   introduction   at
court.

Darrin  had  become  a  name  \\iith  magic
in  it.  His  cars  stopped  cro\`'ds  all  over  the
world.   And   bold,   new   ideas   still   poured
off  his  drawing  boards-such  as  the  drop-
head   coupe   \`.hich   he   developed   and  in-
troduced.   In   his   search   for   a    way    to
lengthen  the  hoods  of  his  more  "sporty"
models,  he  invented  under-the-cowl  steer-
ing  (see  page  34,  top  left  photo).  Besides
increasing    the    racy    appearance    of    his
sports  models,  the  design  improved  over-
all  visibility  to  such  an  extent  that  Dar-
rim  was   awarded   the  Breue£  D'/7iue7®£Zo7c.

By the early Thirties Darrin  had passed
the experimental stage in  the  development
of his art,  and had become  confident,  con-
trolled,   and   even-   subdued   in   his   tech-
niques   of   design.   As  he  puts   it,   "When
we first started in Paris` nobody knew any-
thing  about   designing   cars.   We   used   to
clutter  them  up  with  molding  and  orna-
ments because \ve  didn't know  any  better.
But  I  tried  to  avoid  ornamentation  as  I
leaned more,  and  to  build  the  car so  that
its  lines  alone  \vere  enough."

The  latest  cars  he  designed  in  Europe
show  amazing  flexibility  in  concept.  Some
of  his  cars  achieve  their  effect  through  a
feeling   of   massive  power   (see   the   Pan-
hard  photo  on  page  34`  lo\`'er  left)   while
others    attain    beauty    through    graceful,
•flowing   curves    (see   center   lo\`'er   photo.

page   34).
At  the  peak  of  his  successes  in  Europe

the   devaluation    of   the   dollar   and   the
ominous   international   situation   in    1937
caused  Darrin  to  pack  up  and  return  to
America.  His  arrival  in  California  has  al-
ready been described. After an over\wlielm-
ing  success  in  selling  all  of  Europe  on  the
idea  of  an  American  coachbuilder,  it  was
not  too  difficult  to  sell  Americans  a  world
famous  Parisien  designer.

Once   Darrin   settled   do\\'n   in   Holly-
wood,  he  completely  discontinued  the  use
of   molding   and   desig'ned   his   cars   with
clear,   sweeping   lines    that   were   almost
totally    unencumbered    with    ornaments.
One  of  his most  beautiful  cars.  the  Rolls-
Royce    designed    for    the    Countess    Di
Frasso,   is   absolutely   devoid   of   o7Gyj/G;7Gg
that   might   be   called   decoration.   More
•than  any  other  single  car,  it  demonstrates

that  Darrin   had   reached   that   point   of
artistic   maturity   where   he   could   forget
tricky  technique  .and   think  in   terms   of
pure  form.   .

gr:

Strangely  enough,  this  car  was  one  d}``
the  last   "one  off "   cars  that  Darrin  con-
structed.   The   shop   on   the   Sunset   Strip
had  started  \\.ell.  Rudy  Stoessel  and  Burt
Chalmers     (who    are    now    partners    in
Coachcraft   Ltd.   of   Hollywood)   were   in
charge  of  construction  and  sales  and  the
shop \vas  well  organized.  Darrin  \`ias  turn-
ing  out  incomparable  cars;  but  from  the
standpoint   of   the   classic   car   fan,   things
went  to  pot  when  the  first  Packard  Dar-
rim  was  delivered  to  Clark  Gable.

The  car  was  too  good,  and  so  many  or-
ders   \\.ere   received   that   Darrin   had   no
time  to  think  of  anything  else.  About   15
were  constructed  on  the  Sunset  Strip,  and
then  Packard  took  over  production.  From
that   time   until   the   \\Jar   started,   Darrin
was  immersed  in  the  details  of  designing

prj}duction  cars  for  Packard.
`. The  war  stopped  everything,  of  course,

and  Darrin  \\'ent  out  of  business  as  a  de-
signer.  Since  he. had  served  as  an  air  ob-
server  with  the  7Ist  Escadrille  during  the
first  world  `\'ar`  and  had  spent  some  time
in  1919  as  a  manager  of  <i  scheduled  air-
line,   Darrin  \`ias   chosen   for   the  post   of
field    commander    in    an    army    contract
flight  school.  Actually,  it  \vas  a  good  job,
but  Darrin  `vas  never  satisfied  \vith  it.  He
had  wanted  to  fly  himself,  but  both  the
Canadian  and  United  States  air  force  had
rejected   him   for   being   beyond   the   age
limit.

JAlmost immed;atel}J  after the war, Dar-
rim  \\ias  placed  under  contract  by  Kaiser
and  stepped  into  a   bitter  feud  with  the
salaried   designers   on   the   plant   payroll.
Although he was doing handsomely from a
financial  standpoint  (he  received  75  cents
for   each   Frazer,   and   5o   cents   for   each
Kaiser   that   came   off   the  assembly   line)
his  ideas  were  either  ignored  or  distorted
beyond  recognition.  However.  through  the
benevolent  intervention  of  Kaiser himself ,
he  saw his  ic]eas  brought  to  fruition  in  the
1951   model.   It   \\'as.  put   into   production
with    Darrin's    plans    almost    unchanged,
and  before  the  paint  \`'as  dry  on  the  first
model  off-  the  assembly  line`   the  car  won
the  Grand  Prix  D'Honneur  at  the  Cannes

auto  sho\\'.
lthough  I)drrin's  contract  \`iith  Kaiser

forbids him to do any free-lance designing,
he  is   far  from   inactive.  He  is  at  present
furiously   engaged   in   the   preparation   of
five  ne\\'  Fiberglas  sports  cars  for  delivery
to  the  Kaiser  factory.  If  everything  goes
well.  these  cars  should  be  in  factory  pro-
duction  within  a  year  and  \`'ill  be  sold  at

@.Tr°LiE:asi-:8o::.cverythingDarrindoesJhe
new   sports   car  is   radically   original.   The
top   folds   completely   out   of  sight   under
the   rear   deck.   Cleverly   designed   sliding
doors remove the \\'orry about curb height,
so    tlie    car   is    extremely   low-Only    34
inches. It is constructed on a Henry I chas-
sis,  and  with  the  light  Fiberglas  body  to
improve   the  po\`'er-`veight   ratio,  the   car
may  fill  a  ]o]ig-felt  need  in   this  country.

n'r>[or  Trend,
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tion  to the suspension system.

It   is   obviods   that   the   King   of.   the
Coachbuilders  is  still  willing  to  fight  for
his  crown,   even  against  sucb   formidable
antagonists  as  Ghia  and  Farina.

Darrin   is   a   healthy,    athletic-looking
man  who  shows  little  sign  of  his  Sf and
some   odd   years,   and   he   drives   himself
with  a  furious  enei.gy  that  \\'ears  even  his
younger   assistants   to   the   ground   when
they  try  to  match  it.

It  is  an  interestiiig  situation.  Nash  has
Pinan Farina, and Kaiser has Darrin.  Both
companies   have   demonstr;ted   that   they
are  willing  to  chance  something  ne\v.

We  can be sure  that  something \\iill pop
somewhere.

-Jim Ear¢

S|iollighl  om  nelroil
(Contjiiiied   fi.oin   Page   ten)

in   the   centei`   of  the  stccring  wheel   bearing
the   owner's   name,   and   new   chrome   body
trim.   The   cal.   also   has   I)eon   lowered   about
two  inches.

Now   that  stock  passenger  cars  are  being
powei`cd   with   engines   cleveloping   well   over
200  bhp,  and  capable  of  attaining  speeds  up
to  117  mph,  the  pi.ol]lcm  of  conti.olling  these
v(`hic[es  is  of  utmost   importance.

Bi`aking,   or   the   t`bility   to   Stop   §ucli
liigh-powei.ed   cat.s   quickly,   efficiently,
and  safely  uiidci. iill  conditions,  is thci.c-
foi.e   I.ecei`.ing   top   pi.ioi.it}'   in   the   auto
industl`}'  these  days.

Among    llie   a]t(`i.natives   being   considered
is  the  disc  I)I.ake;  and,  a  firm  in  St.  Joseph,
Michigan    ha.a    announce(I    a    unit   which    it
claims  will  mcet  tlie  i`{'quirements  of  mo(lern
automo})iles.  The  company  is  Auto  Special-
ties    and    the    dc\iice    is    calletl    the   Ausco
Lambei.t   (lisc  bl`i`ke.

Modei`n     .Am{'i.ican     cars     use     drum-type
bl'akes,   a   principlt`   ovci.   SO   )real.s   old.   The
recent   all(litioli   of   po`\'er   I)oostcrs   has   not
increase(I   the   cai)acity   of   the   I)ra.kc   itself  to

perform   its   jol).   Such   de\Jices   only   make   i[
easiei.   for   lli(I   tli.i\,.(`r    lo   actuate   the   I)rakes.
Actually,  accol.ding  to  Auto  Specialties,  pow-
er  bQoslers   I.nc./.eosc   the   prol)]ems   of  model.n
ilrum  I)i`akes  l]{>caustl  they  slep   up   line   pi.es-

sures   and    dcvelo|)    c`'en    higlier    heat    tlian

|}reviously.    .l`hese     factors    coinbinc    to     dis-
tort  di.uns,  `v(`ar  liiiing`  and  cl.(late  fade.

rn   addition,   the   company   I)oints   out   sc\h
ei.al   oLher   (l{.\(i]opii](>Ilts    in    car   d(}`iign    coni-

bining    to    make    prt'scl`l    dl.urn-Iy|)a    bi.akes
i`elatively  iliefrTcient.  Thc`se  inclu(lt.  aiiloma[ic

transmissions   wl]ich   \ril.tually   eliminate   the
(`ngine  as  a   bi`akilig   force,  heavier.  cars,  and
smaHer   `\'heels   limitj]ig   di`um   I)rakes   to   11
or   12   inches   in   cliamctei..

The   double   disc   bi.ake   pi`iiiciple   ap-
peal.s  to  be  tlie  niost  pl`actical  method
fol.  safei'  conti.ol  of  model.n  cal.§.  A  I.e-
c?nt  dynamometer  test  of  tlle Ausco  Lambert
unit   showed    that   it   provided   greater   ca.
pacity  in  a  given  size,  a  nine-inch  disc  bi`ake
being  equal  to  a  12.inch  drum  type.

(Coutinied,  oil  1.e"t  Page)
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There   was   a   I-eal   difference   in   those   days
between  a  low  priced  car  and  a  luxury  car.
Not   so   today.    The  line   of   demarcation   is
very   small   and   is   getting   more   so   all   the
time.

This  ai.ticle  brings  to  mind  a  much  more
serious  thought  than  just  the  loss  of  the  in-
dependents..  Does  anybody  realize  what  will
happen  when  the  big  three  get  al!  the  busi-
ness  and  Detroit  reoJ!y  dictates  what  we  will
drive?    Let's  take  a  look  at  today's  cars  as
put  out  by  the  big  three.   They  all  run  on
four  wheels  which  are  suspended  in  exactly
the  sain6   manner   with   one   possible   excep-
tion.    These  wheels  are  all   di`iven   by  open
Hotch-kiss   type   drive  Shafts,   with   one   ex.
ception,  and  these  shafts  are  driven  I)y  ohv
V-8  engines.   And  that's  it!    To  be  sure  you
can   have  a   choice   of  whether  you   want   a
torque  converter  or  hydramatic  style  of  au.
tomatic  transmission,  but  that's  about  where
the  choices  end  except  in  whether  you  want
tea-room  pink  or  daffodil  yellow  upholstery.

The  truth  actually is  that  Mr.  Citizen  will
go   dowli   town   and   find   which   dealer  will
give  him  the  best  all  around  deal;   the  kind
of   car  he   gets  won't  mcke   any   difference
because   they're   all   the  Same   a.nyway   .   .   .
The  next  thing  that  will  happen  is  the  dis-
continuing   of   the   sixes   which   these   lower
pi.icecl  makes  still  produce  and  then  we`will
be  in  a  real  fix.   We'll  have  to  take  an  ohv
V-8  and  like  it  or  else  go  to  a  foreign  make,
!47.Zess   the    independents   can   weather    the
storm.
Wellsville,  N.Y. F.  M.  Leiper

Apace  with  Ace
We  have just received  the January  edition

of  R  &  T  with  your  two  excellent  pictures,
and  hasten  to  advise  you  the  ACECA  must
bc  pronounced  `A-SEEKA',  and  perhaps  you
`\.ill  advise  your  readers  in  due  course.  This
``'a§  a   model   title   of   ours   in   1929,   and   `ve
considered   it   most   apt   for   this   hard   top
version   of   the   ACE,   always   provided   you
know  how  to  pronounce  it,  and  are  willing
to  make  play  of  the English  language.

You   will   be   pleased   to   hear   that   both
models   are   being   received   with   great   en-
thusiasm.   The   ACE   is   now   to   be,   seen   in
several  States,  and  the  ACECA   will  follow
in  March  or April  next.
Sui`i.ey, England,   R. G, Henderson, Sales Mgr.

The  Mailman  Cometh
ls  Mr.  Barlow  kidding  or  do  the  postmen

out  west  get  the  same  salaries  as  the  movie
stars.    If   this   i§   §o   then   I   can   see   them
riding   about   delivering   mail   in   Mercedes-
Benz  automobiles.    Neither  "hail  or  rain  or
f]re  or  snow"  would  keep  me  from  quitting
my  job  as  a  teacher  and  be.coming  a   post-
man  in  that  case.   I  am  quite  sure Mr.  Bar-
1ow   meant   a   R.H.D.   Morris   Minor   in   his
January     Column     and     not     the     German

Rt:`rvq¥e:rk,  N.¥.                       A.  M.  Lewis,  Jr.
Mr.    Barlow   had   in   mind   a   Mercedes    180-

Po!;Se]'(p(I?::€.e :Si2:888). f°£dthe  Postmen,   not  t|`e

Porsche   at   Silverstone
In   the  January  issue   you   state   that   the

Porsche  550  won  every  race  it  was  entered
in  during  the  '54  season.  I  had  the  pleasure
of   seeing   Chapman   and   Gammon   in   the
MG-powered   Lotuses   I)eat   Herrman   in   the

works  550   at  Silver§tone  on  July   17.     The
occasion  was  the  sports-car  curtain-raiser  to
the  British   Grand   Prix   in   which   the   Mer-
cedes  suffered  their  first  defeat.
Minneapolis,  Minn.               Michael  scriven

Bemard  Cahier's  article, Raci.I.g i" Jzet;;eon
``tas a  wonderful  summary  of  the  1954  Grand
Prix   Season.   But   it   goes   to   show   that   a
Frenchman  should  never  drink  English  I)eer,
as   Bernard   was   doing   with   our   group   at
Silverstone  when  the  Porsche§  were  de/eoced
there  by  the  MG.engined  Lotuses.

The   Lotuses   of   Chapman   and   Gammon
took  first  and  second;  Herrman  was  third  in
a   Por§che,   and   Coomb§   was   fourth   in   a
Lotug.  In  the  1100  cc  class,  my  good  friend
and  Competition  Manager  for  Porsche,  Bar-
on  van  Hanstein,  finished  first.

A  point  to  be  noted  i§,  while  these  races
were  held  under  the  International  Sporting
Code   of   the   F.   I.   A.,   the   supplementary
regulations    issued    by    the    British    Racing
Drivers  Club  allowed  the  Lotus  to  run  with-
out   Spare   wheel,   lights   and   doors,   and   al-
lowed  the  use  of  the  lighter  cycle-fendered
(except  for  Chapman's  streamlined  winner)
body  which  gave  them  an  added  advantage
on  the  short  circuit  as  was  evidenced  by  the
fact  that  the  envelope  bodied  Mercedes-Benz
Formula   One   cars   `yere   defeated    by    the
sleek,  open-wheeled  Ferrari§.
Los   Angele§,   Calif.                           D.   Mahon

The  error  was  the  Editor'8,  not  Mr.  Cahier'8.

E[i:,£Sae]ntiE::c,::a:|€c¢h§%¥&]iryern'tr`:Lt:efh?orMi'£:
first   tlmo   in   8   big   race   their   Type   550   with
the  4-oho  engine,   which   won   every   ma].or   race
eiLtered  for  the  rest  of  the  8oflsol`.  .  ."  Porsche
n`et  Lotus  again  at  the  Nurburgring  alLd  oo`ind-
ly   beat  the  Briti8l`   cars,    Ed.

Packard-Darrin
The   car   pictured   in   your   last   issue   and

described   as   the   "real"   Packard-Darrin   is
not  one  of  the  cars  built  in  California.    It  is
in   fact   one   of   the   Connersville-built   cars;
the  later  "higher"  cars  were  built  by  Sayers
&  S6oville  in   Cincinnati.  Although   different
factories  were  used,  all  the  Darrin  cars  were
I,uilt   by  me.

The   enclosed    picture   shows   one   of   the
original   cars   built   by   me   on   the   Packard
120   chassis.     Only  the  first  two   were  prone
to   over-flexibility  of  the  chassis.
Hollywood,  Calif.                      Howard  Darrin

COMI.NG  .EVENTS
Feb.  20/27    Nascar   Speed   Week,   Daytona,

Fla.
Feb.  23/27     Autorama  Show,  Hartford,

Conn.
10/2

5
11/
19
3

16

12

Swiss  Show,  Geneva
Sebring   12   hr.,   Sebring,   Fla.
Turin  Show, Italy  (to May lst)
Pebble  Beach  Races,  Calif.
Mille  Miglia,  Italy
Indianapolis  G.P.,  U.S.A.
Belgian  G.P.,  Belgium
Le Mans  24  hr.,  France
Dutch  G.P.,  Holland
Rheim§  12  hr.,  France
British    G.P.,    Aintree    (Liver-
pool)

July  31           German  G.P.,  Nurburgring

koAD   a   TRAcl{,   Marcli,1955
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though,  for  about  $8,200..

This  German  Porsche  sports  car  fea.tures  an

This  one's  really  a  wow  car.  It's  the

i:¥:Lg3:et`krrbs:nfrej=jEfrfk:::st:Le.

:a:I;n:gt8e#d:i.eY;t|inr:,airt-has

Herbletsth±sS::*e%mjbfenamthrT°au]3:t,t]'deis;3gye°£

in the Rootes Motors  exhibit at the Motor

uny  i9s3
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Alsoatthesb:£:sh£¥:°rgttecr;navbe°rv::
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tional small plane or as a helicopter.

Look at the head on that one. It's Shriner
saying "hello, out  there". the hard
way,  over  the  top  of  a  $6,000  British
Aston-Martin. This car is
i§ being shovirn  by  I.  S.  Inskip,
its American distributor.
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THE DARRIN PACKARDS
By  ROBERT  F.  MF.HL,  ]R.

i iiiE\
`6`:,:ar{e`t?`dec.tsrodr::tu±t;,spe:?tah['sb£;Fyos;a¥r::.t't::

b`hould  be pejnced  out  [hzit  Howard  "Dutch" Darrjn
built  only  t.he   1939  and   19.'1()   Packard   Darfins  'dt
his  Connersville,  Indiann'd  pl`c\nt.     Packafd  built  thi.
1941   and   1942  models.

Darrin had experimented with his designs initially
in  a  small  shop  on  Sunset  Boulevard, Hollywood,
California,  using the  1938  and  1939  chassis.

Darrin  had  of course enjoyed  considerable  success
and  fame in  the field  of  automobile design  jn.Paris.
He  had  not  done  any  appreciable  amount  of  work.
employing American chassis. With the Packard` Con-
vertible  Victoria  of  1939  he  linked  .his  naime  and
fame  with  Packard  and  both  benefited.

The styling Of  the first I)arrin  Packard  borrowed
from  the  LeMans. cars  Of  1930.    An  obvious  sports

.`    car look harkened back to the earlier Packard Speed-
s[ers, too.    Bodies had  nothing interchangeable,with
standard Packards except some  trim, and can be, con-
s;dered  truly custom-built.    The  look of  the car was

r`\imistakably Packard, details were Packard, but the
l®`f`houette was low and racy with a certain continent-

al  air.

W/hill-  a  joy  [u  c.ontemplztte  visu'dlly,  [hc-  Darrjn-
[)iijjt  Pack:irds  left  somc[hjng  to  be  desired  by  those
{)rien[ecl    towiarcl    struc[urc.    ancl    engineer.ing.       The
tli.ti`;ls  of  c.onstruction  of  the  boclies  were  far  from
s{`tisfactory,  muc.h  less  superior.    Wood  framing,  for
e`'iimple,  was  used  in  such  structures  as  the  doors.
The  body her  no proper  sills,  and  was  not  really  a
unit  that added  any  rigidj,ry  to  the  car.    Doors  fle'w
open  as  the  two  parts  Of  the  body  separated,  and
noticeable  rattles  and  creaks  developed.     A  kit 'had
to   be  sTpplfed   later  thzLt  provided  proper  bracing
b6tweeh  the  radiator  cradle  and  fender  brackets  to
alleviate  front  end  shakes.

Heayy body mounts were substituted to help stiff-
en  the  car.     Cast  alumiflum  was  used  for  the.fire
wall  ;nd  dash  unit,  and  proved  prone  to  break.age
rather too readily.    It ;s no wonder that Packard took
over the bu,ildjng.of these bodies.    One may w'onder
why  they  did  not.  do  so  sooner.

The first Daft;n Convertible Victoria was a sharp
departure  frc>m  the  conservative  Packard   120  c`on-
ver[ible  of   L939.     D&rrin   irsed  cue   120  chassis,  a
smight`  cig.ht  of  120  hp  at  3600  rpm.  bore  3J/+",
scrokc  4}/i",   and   a  piston  displacement  Of  282.0.

(Contlnued  I)n  I'age  22)

±fa_!!J--i::::-i=-,-i:ii:¥i:i----:i-_-I---:iiTerF         ` ----_*

1939 Dandn Pa¢hard Vlctorla

Ptige Twenty-oiue



r``
iRE\'

The Dai.rim Packai.ds
(Oontlnued  from  Page  21)

Stantlard  axlc.  rzitio  \\.tis  6.41,  but  6.85   was  offered
" {)p[ional,  as  "'.ds  an  ovei.tlrive  unit.

There w:`s,  then, nothing ours[€lnding  ;n  this  1939
in{xli.I  in  respei`c to  niei`hanical  features.     It  is  a fair
ciuc-scion  as  to  why  the   12()  c`hassis  was  used  when
c`c`r[ainly   the   super   c.ight   would   h{ive   been   mol.e
rirtjng  for  such  a  car.     The  whc.elbase  of  both  the,
120  and  the  super  eight  were   127",  but  the  super
eight  engine  developc-d   130  hp  at  3200  rpm.  Per-
haps  Packard was a little wary of this  radical  depar-
Cure in design  and  preferred  to await public reaction
before fur,ther developing jt, its  they later did.

An educated guess puts  the  total  number of  1939
Convertible  Vjctorias  produced   at  seven, .although
this  mfty  be  too  high.     At  least  three  are  known
to exist today in the hands Of collectors and possibly
one  or  two  in.ore.    While  a  very  handsome  chf,  its
bocly deficiencies  cause  many collectors  to p.ass  it  up.
Front o|>enjng doors  cause  others  to  stay  away from
tllis sleek  c&r.

By   1940  Packard  expanded  the  line  of  Darrin~

o:lhe:igtn.ernlvecra,:sb|:os:::I:I,d:ntdhe,hFsnpv.errtti8::|aT.iceoiia:
most popular  model  was  the Victoria which  closely
resembled  the  1939  version.    Two different  models
of  the  Convertible Victoria  were  available .this  year,
one on the 120 chassis, as was the  1939 model, and a
new one on the Custom Suirer Eight  180 chassis. The
120  Victoria  listed  at  $3800.00,  and weighed  3826
lbs.,  while  the   180  Victoria  went  for  $4570  and
weighed  4121   lbs.     Both  were  on  a  wheelbase  of
127".

The Senior Packa[d  sales  brow:hure  suggested  that.
the Victoria was a car to make heads turn .and heart;
pound.    This car had so li.ttle in common with.most

.`           motor  cars,  the^blurb  continued,  that  it  looked  en-
tirely out of place on a show room floor.   It? element
was at the smartest of gather in'gs the world. of spore
c.ould  offer- or  cruising  silkily down  the  highway
like a pursuit ship scudding across the Sky.  No other
car but a Packard Could match its inspir.ed..beapry 'of
appearance, outside and jn.    This car, condu.dad the
flossy  prose  of  the  brochure,  set  a  mark  for  others
to shoot at for years to come.

.        Mul.h  of  what  the  ,poet  said  is  true,  for`we.¢o

o`,   ::r:tst:#Ita;::i:eleonngo-#a#usaf:i:i:dgs:erulnly
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As  jn  1939  the  body  silhouette  was  considerably
I()wer than standard  Packards for  1940, and. no body
c`omponents  were  shared.     Many  of  the  sarrie  c`on-
struction   faults   plagued   these   Darrins   too.  '  Yet,
aesthetically,   they  were  tops.     Interiors  werc-  rich,
1.olled  leather,  including  door  panels.     While  dz`sh
i):ir}els  were  essentially  stock,  a  rolled  leather  edge
g{ive a wholly different-appearance to the dash bozird.

The  tc>p  was  either  folded  and  apvered  by  a  top
boot, or entirely removed and  left at home, a some-
what  doubtful  advantage  in  most  climates.    Either
with top up or down, the c.ar presented a most allur-
ing, sporty appearance.    Some thirty of chesc beauties
were produced in 1940. Best estimates would indicate
about  18-20  rein.aim  extant  today.

A  far  rarer car,  and  the  ultimate  in  any  line,  the
Convertible  Sedan,  was  described  as  displaying  the
most daring lines and dashing beauty ever bestowed
upon a Packard.    This car restored  motoring  to the
sport realm ahd was Packard's  answer to.those who
Clamored  for  a  car  so.mod].sh,  so  sporting,  and  so
thrillingly  different  that  driving  it  was  the  most
exciting  of  .outdoor  pleasures.     This   car   was   for
those  who  saw  no  reason  to  keep  their  love  of  ad-
venture  a  secret.     Not  in  years,  continued  the  im-
aginative  prose  of  the  sales  pitch,  had  a  car  been
built that so completely captured  lively imagination.

The  Conver,tible  Sedan  came  on  the .180  chassis
and  the   long.138"  wheelbase  mahing  it  a  car  of
considerable  `dimensic)ns  weighing  4050  lbs.   Interi-
ors,. hike the Victoria, were rolled  leather and includ-
ed a similar padded dash.   The brochure illustration

i;cthuarvees::becaa|rin,:::iyg:tn:rf#e;oa=oeleo,ri:o;:?#
l'rice  tag.

rae. convertible  top  Of.  this  car  was  unlike  any
other convertible  sedan before o[  since.    The  outer
`skin  of  the  tap  sn'apped  .off,  leaving  the  bows  and
Pads.    The .front  and  two  re,ar  bovys  and
folded down. into the top well, pretty wellfilTi:gp::
trunk  which `of  course  contained  the  spare.     The
.center top bow and ,the center posts came out separ-
ate.{y.    The large Center top bow her  to be worked
info the trunk .sort Of diagonally, and when this was
accoxpplished there was lit;de room for anything else,
making  this  car  somewhat  less  than  desirable  for
trips with top down.    Nor was this a convertible to
close in a ihurry in a sudden downpour.

Six  of   these   fabulous   convertible   sedans   were
built jn  1940, and four are`accounted for today. Two

(Continaed  on  Page  ee)
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Oi°ndmoyn:

1940 Darrin  Pa¢E.rd  Convertlbl®  8edati

of  these  are  beautifully  restored  prize-winning  cars,
one is in the prCh:ess of` being restored, and the fourth
js; sadly, so rfu deteriorated as to be only a 'parts car. .
The  remaining  two  of  the  inidal  production.are  as
yet  not accounted  for.    It  is interesting to. note`,.,that
such notables as Major Bowes and .the Welch  (grape
juice)  family bought these cars  new.

The third Darrin model for  1940 was the Custom
Sport  Sedan,  w.hjch  may  be considered  as  a  hardtop
version Of the Convertible Sedan.    This car, sd.idT.-the

\sales  brochure  in  its  grand  prose,  was  the  peak  of
u;::::.b;:£t:v.£3:[££ssca;,:or:.ac:e::tta:£wajn£;:,:.stt££:

sacrifit`e  Of  rooniiness  and  comfort.    RIviera  smart-
ness  of wheels promised  .to  make this car a'ppeal  to
the world's most-adven"rousr motorists  and  no  one
could fail to be excited by the thrilling way in which
this  super  speed-streamed  car  lived  up  to  its  looks.•Thus spcke the ecstatic salesman  in bis brachue.

Interiors Of the Sport Sedan were beautifully pleat-
ed  and  the  dash,  also  pleated  in  leather,  resembled
the open c.ars.    A'ttention  to detail was  excellen't.  If .
one  were  to  find  fault,  it  would  not  be  with. the
aesthetic qualities of the design, but with the, execu-
tion  of the design.    The actual  car was not a;. hand-
some as the brochure illustration made it. out ,,,.but the
chief  point  Of  criticjsmivas  jn  the  vast  a.mou'nt  of
lead  used  in  the  body  work,  which  was  somewhat
crude  in places, and must have been a good Part Of
its 4215  lbs.    'This model, on a 138" wheelbase, ield
for  $6100.00.    Front doors were still  front-.opening
as  were  those  on  both  ocher  1940  models.  ` t

There  is  no  record  Of  how  many  Of  these  Sport
Sedans  were  .made.     Three  are  in  cxistenee  today

r\to my knowledge, one in california, one jn Mexico,
in Schenecrady, owned by havid li5e.

A   specia.I,   one   of   .'£L   kind,    1940   Darrin   Town
Coupe was made for Donald Weeks and later owned
by Jack Oakie.    This appears to  be  a Victoria with
a  Deville  metal  top  over  the  rear  seat.    It was,  of
cour;ei  not  listed  as. a  production   model   nor  illus-
trated  in  sales  i.i,terature.

In  mc`chanical  detail  the  1940. Darrins,  with  the
exception  of  the  few  120 Vietorias  which  were  the
sam.e..as  fn   1939,  .w'ere  all  on   the   Custom   Super
Eight 180 chassis.    These  Packards ilyere designated
as the  18th series, inedel  1806 and  1807, and boast-
ed  Packard's  sensational  newly  developed   160  hp
straight  eight.

.,

This flew super eight engine was used on bcth the
160  and   180  Senior  Packards  for   1940,  and  was
developed .by Packard engineers to replace' the V-12.
At  the` Packard  proving  grounds,  this  new  engine
out~pefformed  the  V-12,  and  at  a  lower  fuel  con-
sump.tion  too.     Bore  was   3J/2",   stroke  4%",  dis-
placement  356.0,  develobjng  160  hp  at  3600,.rpm.
Axle ratios Of 6.45   (standard)  and  6.8'5   (op'tiohal)
were. ivailable  as  was  overdrive.

1940  was  Packard's  second  biggest  sales 'Lycar  in
history-1937 was top year. Of the 98,00,0 cars peld,

i:;)e°'seYeenr,ei:h;a:¥a?kmar3rspwerid:;ghotff:r#:,I;ff£:e~
type cars, the Packard Darrius.    One is reminded of
the  Packard  Speedsters  and  a  parallel  can  'be  seen
clearly.    However  this  second  excursion  into  spoxp
cars  was  not  quite  as  exciting  to  most'. enthusiasts.
The Speedsters of the 30's were perfectich;  the Dar-
I-ins  suffered  fro.in poor  body work.

In  my  humble  opinion,  the   1941   Packard,  the
19[h 'ser;es,  was .the  most handsome  of that masque
since .the.on rush of streamlining, and hence the...1941
Diirrin  Convertible  Victc>ria  the  pir]nacle.     Packard
took over the  making c)f t:he bodies  in  1941, and im-
mediate  improvements  were  noticeable,  such  as.  the

1940 Damn Pack&rd Chistori  Sport Sedan

(Continued oo I'a(e 24)
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rear-opening doors  and  more  rigid  I)odies.  Two  bedy
styles   were   offerci],   the   ever-popu]af   Convertible
Vjt`toria  and  the  fourrdoor  Spor,t  Sedan.    .

The   Convertib]c   Victoria,   model    1906,.  Super
Eight  Custom  One-Eighty,  was  the  glamour  car  of
194],  and  easily  the  ycar's   most  alluring  creation.
Thc` sales pitch  further glowingly suggested  tha,t this
car  would   not  look  o`]t  of  pl{`ce  on   a  race  c.ourse,
hut   that   its   sumptuousness   was   re&lly   surprising.
This  car  coultl   marc.h  your  moods,   tweeds  or  tails,
and with the top up  you  could  ride in swank  lu.xury,
defying  any  weather.     With  top  dc)wn  you  headed
into  the  wind,  snug  jn  the  lec`  Of  the  smartly  raked
windshield  and  extra  wide  side  windows.

As  in  its  two  previous  ye'.trs,  the  Victoria  was  on
the  127"  wheelbase.     Rocker  panels  improved  the
design  Of  this  car,  and   optional   rear  wheel  ,shields

:feretfe:eas:g:?Col::ecr]vo£:jo::rfe!Osn££],::g::I:::c[[;and
Victoria,  including plush  pleated  leather  and  bucket
seats.    The dash board, no  longc.r padded, was  stock
1941  Super Eight.    The price  had risen. to  $4595.00``
for a 4040  lb.  car.

The second Darrin for  1941  was a four door Sport
Sedan,  model  1907,  on  a  136"  whcelibase  weighing
4490 lbs.    This was the s.ame car as in  19/10 with.thet
exception  of the  improved  rear-opening fron.t doors.
One other difference was  that an entirely.Stock dash'
board was`used.    Gone was .thc-plush padded dash of
genuine leather mttching  the upholstery.

This  model,  so  ran  the  legend  accompany.ing  the
il]ustratfon in the Senior Packard brochure, presented
the  most.6`fylish  and  lustrous  appearance  the  boule-
vard would see  in  1941.    The car was wider ,thah it
was high, three times as Iong, a §uperisbor!.',car.ldek-

;:gJ:;t::;::i][j;og:?dj.tie:;ntcg:i:gafeqz*e.i,t,`di¢
exciting pleasure jn  ccunplete  comfort„ wis-. yours `as.

:re!isajsd:;e:£hgrhorfmue]::]d°r]ahc%ru:r°%£::i:e:loth.?ndledth-

$4795.00  ,was  the  asking  price .for` thi,s  stylish
sedan.     As  in  other  Packards  for  1941,. air  condi-
tioning was first c;ffered as  an expensive option.  The
unit was factory installed for some $300.00``'an`d took
up a goodly share Of the  trunk space.

Packard pr-oduction  dropped  from  its peak  of  the
previous year, presumably due to war productj6n, to
73,000   units.     Of   this   number   930   Super   Eight

Pa;ge Twenty-i ol¢r

1940 Darrin  Packard Toim  Coupe

Custom   One-Eighty  cars  were   made.     Packarcl,   as
far  as  is  known,  kept  no  records  of  production  by
individual  body  styles.   At  any  rate  no  such  rec`ords
have   ye.I   been   unearthecl.      It   is   presumed   that   if
they  ever  existed,  they were  lost or  destroyed  when
Pnckard  moved  out  of  I)etroit  to  its  final  ignominy
in  South  Bend.

Therefore ire .have no records of how inany  194]
D.arrins  were  made,  or  any  other  model,  for  that
matter.    A .hopeful  guess plac`es  the  nuinber of Vic-
torias at someplace between five and ten.    Three are
defin£[ely  accounted  for.

' . Paren[hetical.Iy, the  1941  Victoria is the only I)ar-

rin  Packard  that  I  ever  saw  on  the  road  in  its  own
time,  as  a  new  car.

.  I  have  verified  that  at  least  one  Sport  Sedan  was
made,  but  if there  were  others  I  could  not  say  how
many.    At best ,the  number  must have  been  small,
and  none exists today as far as is known.

Mechanically the  1941  Darrins continued with the
s|P8:i:ia£:snsa:i:f:o|,6uosi:,g:tepe:u:,f:F.::g::eFig::

of the  fifst`,`jn  1940,  to  incorporate,`hyd'ralljc  valve
lift€rs.    Engine compartments of all-,'180  series  cars

Feu:::s,d:i:b;.paspedl:?iss:froFmes;gci?lireo:#::wi6gj
b.ut': not the ,top  luxurty line.    It wds` rrot tco difficult
to  .top  100  'mph  in  any  1941  Par.Hard  Super  Eight,
and especially the Converti,ble Vide`Sria with  the  op-
tional .ratio of 6.85   (6.45  was standard as in.1940) .
Excellent  acceleration  also  characterized. `this  engine,
add it is easy to see why it out perfoined the V-12,
thus replacing it in the Senior Packard line`in  1940.

(Contlnued  on  Patre  Z5)
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loll  D*ndn  Packard  C`i8tom  Oonvertlble  Vlotoria

Late in  the  1941  model. year  Packard  intredriced
the Clipper s-erjes. of streamlined sedaap on ;which the
company  was  to  stake  its  post-war  fortunes  ' .The
1942  Packard-line  began  productiori  of  the  20th
series on August 25,1941 under a limit'ed producti,bn
order by the United States government and ended'on
February  9,  1942  by  government  decree.     In  the
Senior  series  Packard  offered.  only  one  Darrin,  the
Convertible   Victoria,   model   2006,   on   the   127"
wheelbase.    The price  had  risen  again  to  $4783.00
for  a  3290  lb.  car.    Goodies  such  as  the  cormorant
hood ornament, listed at $12.00 and direction signa.ls
at  $9.75.

C\fT£:rfzaorn:a¥8£i€:n:i:[iistoanfe]atr%€t;::::i:Ink:XE
caps.    Upholstery was now a combination of leather
and cloth, undoubtedly a result of war`time shortages
of  expensive  leather.

This was THE conve-rtible of all convertibles and
the  most  inviting  car  on  vyhich  the  top  was  ever
lowered, suggested the sales brex=hure.    It js cehainly
`true, side-stepping the flowery prose of the sale; brcL
chure,  chat  t.he  Darrin  Convertible .Vidoria  was  a
convertible  the  likes  of  which  no  other  make  re-

•`   motely approached.    It is safe to say that ;t was every

one's dream  car  in ,the  years  1939J42,  and  its  Price
definitely  kept it  in  the  dream  category  for  all  but
a select few.

The engine was again the exceptionally fine'super
eight  of  the   1940-41   Packards.     Horsepower`  tylas
upped  to  165  by `increasing  the  compressioh  ratio;
t>therwise  engine  specifications  reriained  the  sane.
This  made ,the  Senior:Packards  the  most  powerful
cars on the American market.

Packard  production  in  1942,  due  to  curtailment
by  the  governmerit :was  only  .34,000  units  jn  five
months.    Of cris  number,  672  wer.e Custom  Supier

/``,.ght  180  S€ri€s.cars.    This  does  not tell  us  much
\-a`hout producti\bri Of the Darrin Convertible Victoria,

T

but  this  information  simply  dues  not` exist.     There
are three known 1942 Darrin Packards extant today,
and one can only guess how many were made totally.
it  may .have been  three,  o-r  possibly  more.

1942 .saw  the. last  Darrin  designed  RIc.kard,
indeed  the  last  cusfoin-l>odies  Packard``try .any  of

grc.at.builders.     In  the  post-war  years`,  only.`Derham
rcmajned.in  business.    One of the Derh;in ``dreations
hi.nted  at  what  a  post-war  Darrin  Convertible  Vic-
toria  might  have  been.     It  was  a  sfylis-h.'two  door
convertible  on  a  Clipper  chassis  and  resembled  re-
niarkably  the  Darrin  concept,  cutrdown  doors  and
all.

And wh.at of "Dutch" Darrin?   Only two venchres
were  to  gain  any  notoriety.   The  new  1946  Kaiser
and  Frazer cars were  Darrin designed,  but were c6r-
tainly  a  far  cry  from  the  graceful,  handsome  Pack-
ards.   The Kaiser-Darrjn  161  sports car based on the
Henry I chassis and chiefly remembered foritssliding
doors, drew  some  interest in  1953-54  but never sold
in  ariy quantity.   It did  nothing  to divert  the  inevit-

::,:egedfmjshea:ft£:e£:Pnanpy;cE::ddsjdhfe£{a;i#:
other  Darrin  venture  was  a. convertible  Darrin I car
produced jn California.   This, too, ended disastrously.

Neither  of  these  ventures  was  successful  and  nei-
ther in rany way enhanced the Darrin  name.    Darrin
today Still  does  design  work  for  several  automobile

::ting?:Seas;£u:ehiso:i?ay]£r::ha:ns:£e3Sfc¥:'rdsHo£;§;e3agt:u42  and jt is for these that .he will be remembered in

automotive history by most of us.

In weig9ing the values of ,the Darrin Packards, to
be realistic, we must admit  that they were not equal
jn quality of engineering or craftrnan§hip to produc-
tion  Packards.     It  is  for  their  incompara.ble  styling
and p?rformance that we will remember and  cherish
them.   !If we  should  ask  the  man  who  owned  one,
chat js what he would fondly recall.

An  estimated  35-40  of  these  cars  remain  in  the
hands of collectors today aad they are highly valued.
Prices 6f restored models today are very nearly equal
to original  prices.    Ownership is  jealously maintain-
ed  and  cars  do  not  change  hands  frequently.     Per-
hdps  a  few  more  Darijn  Packards  are  still  hid`den
about the country or the world.    Let us hope so. The
Packard Darrin Convertible Victoria,1941 of course,
£s  one  Packard  I  must own  some  day,  shortcomings
and  all.
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Tabby  Malone,  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  Howard  Hull  (left),  Director  of Silver  Circle
Packards,  a   region   of  Packard   Automobile   Classics,   get  all  the  details  of  the   Fourth
Annual    Reno   Swap   Meet  and   Car  Show,   August   2-3,   from   Ray  Jesch,   manager  of
Harrah's   Automobile   Collection   which   is  sponsoring  the  event.   Mrs.   Malone  and   Hull
expect  more  than  30  members  of  the  Silver  Circle  and  Northern  California  Regions  of
PAC  to  compete   for  the   $2,500   in  sterling  silver  awards.  The  car  show  will  be  held
Saturday,  August  3.   Deadline  for  entering  is  July  26.

Photo Courtesy Harrah's Automobile Collcotion

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  Packard  sign  you  see  in  the  background  was donated  by George
Hamlin,   Mid-Atlantic's   former    Director   and   now    Director   of   this   year's   tour   to
lNz.chinntr\n     n r`



PACKARD  SUCCESS  STORY
by a. WAYNE  PARSONS

This   Packard   Success   Stor.y  began  years  ago
when Don Flgone was  in his  father's Packardwalt-
ing   for   his   mother  to   complete  her   shopping.
As   a   car   pulled   up   and  stopped  beside  him, he
lmmediatly  noticed  how  long and low lt seemed to
be  when  compared  to  his  father's   1940  Packard.
Don  got  out  for  further  investlgatlon  and  for  the
first  time  looked  over  a 1940 Packard Darrln.   It
was  this  experience  that  created  a  strong desire
to own such an automobile some day.

After   a   succession   of   approximately   eleven
Packards,  from  finally  had  the opportunity to pur-
chase a Darrin fl.om the eastcoast. This was  sight
unseen except for two photographs, but lt took only
a   few  letters  and  conversations  to  complete  the
purchase   agreement.      Then  the   search  for  the
most reasonable means to have the car transported
to  the  west  coast  began.    It  tuned out that auto-
transport  was  the  best  means  and  a  firm  with a
reputation  for  drlvlng  new  trucks  cross-country
was  selected.

Then,   after  waltlng  a  period  of  approximately
two   months   with  no  word,  Don .was  notlfled  that
the  car  would  al.rlve on Good Friday.   A few days
later,  he  phoned  the shipping office for confina-
tlon  of  the  arrival,  only  to  be  Informed  that the
car  had  fallen  apart  on  the trip.   Thougn Don had
heard  the  earlier  Darrins  were  not the I)est built
automobiles   ever   made,  this  seemed  ridiculous.
However,   upon  delivery,  he  leaned  that  all  that
had   happened  was  that  the  original  duck  top  had
blown  off  during  a rain storm,  and in addltlon,  the
tmck driver had had the presence of mlndto throw
a tarpaulin over the car to protect the interior from
water  damage.    With  a  sigh  of  relief  and feeling
quite   proud   and   excited.  Don  started  the  engine
and  drove  away  while his wife followed in another
car.    It  seems  that the car then Just stopped run-
nlng   -   ln  the  middle  lane  of the  Son Franclsco
Bay   Bridge   approach   and   in   the  midst  of  Good
Friday   afternoon   traffic.    All  that  had  happened
was  the  car  ran  out  of  gas,  as  in the excitement
of taklng possession,  Don had forgottento checkthe
gas gauge.   (Though the excitement offinallytaking
possession    of  the   Packal.d   of  our   dreams   has
caused  many  of  us  to  commit far more noticeable
mistakes,  this  lncldent  does  permit  the  in].ectlon
of   a   safety  thought  here  that  might  serve  us  all
well  ln  the  future,  and  that  ls  the  sta.tement that
"The   most   dangerous    speed   on   a   freeway   or

highway ls Zero MPH" -think about lt.)
Upon  getting  the  car  home,  Don  modestly  sald

lt  was  torn  apart  ln  the usual mauner.   However,
the   thoroughness   with   which   lt  was   tom   apart
and   carefully   re-assembled   to   perfection  would
seem   to   lndlcate  the  unusual  to  those  of  us who
have  never  gone  through  a  complete  restoration.

THE  CORMORANT
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COST   FOUR   YEARS.  EFFORT  TO  RESTORE  -
WORTH ITI

The   entire   engine  was   rebuut   and  new  parts
were   used  whenever  the  old  parts  indicated  re-
placement   would   be   advisable.      The   fly-wheel
was  re-surfaced  and  a  new clutch installed.   New
brakes  were   installed   and  this  Included  turning
the brake dmms.   New shock-absorbers and a new
water  pump  were  installed  and the generator was
rebuilt.  The entire under.acarrrlage of the car was
scraped  dora  to  the  bare metal.   This revealed a
few holes whlchwere repalredwlth ftherglass. Then
the entire under-carriage was repainted.

One  of  the  rear-end spider gears had a chipped
tooth   and   since   lt   was  for.  some  reason  a "120
rear-end"  1t  was  replaced with  the col.rect "160
rear-end."      Then   the   body  was  strengthened  in
appropriate places with addltlonal bracing in order
to   achieve   greater  rlgldlty  and  durability  of the
body.     It  ls  undel.stood  that this  sort of operation
ls  desirable  on cars  assembled by Darrin but that
those   assembled  by  Packard  do  not  require  this
tl.eatment.

An   dashboard   gauges   were   I.epaired   and  re-
conditioned,  including  the  clock.    New tires  were
purchased  and  mounted.    At the end of this  mech-
anlcal and functional restoration,  1twas discovered
that  the  car  would  not  go into overdrive.   So the
governor unit   at  the  rea.r end of the transmlsslon
was  replaced  with  a  new  one  - when this  did not
work,   another   new  one  was  Installed.    Then  the
entire   clrcult  was   rewired.      After  all  of  these

&Paetrai[e°nosn]ywethr]engc::oP::t:iinfewoavser€isr:::e:::
that   the   pull-cable   was   not   adjusted   correctly.
This   Incident   may   seem  a  little  humorous  now,
but  dul.ing  the de-bugglng process  lt was probably
the furthest thing from humor.

Page  Sixteen



the  final  restoration steps involved appearance
restoration  and  they  proved  to  be the most time-
consuming  and  aggravating.    The  entire  car  was
repainted and lt was  ln a paint shop for a long per-
tod  of  time.    The  interior  of  the car was  in good
condition, but required  a great deal ofcleanlngwlth
saddle   soap.      It   turned   out   that  every  piece of
chrome on the ca.r had to be replacedor re-plated.
Probably  the  most  disturbing  experience with the
restoration   occurred  when  lt  came  time  to  have
the  cast  windshield  frame  re-chromed.    It dich't
turn  out  to  Don's  satisfaction,  so the plating shop
had  to  re-chrome  lt.    Unfortunately,  however,  it
seems   that   ln  stl.ipping  the  chrome,  the  casting
fell  off  hooks  and  into  the  bottom  of  the alkaline
strip tank where lt remained forgotten long enough
to  be  completely  destroyed.        This   occurred  in

;eeabrm:gor°ef]£6n]r=:e:;eta::::::::::nT.eSii:
replacement,   incidentally,  became  available  andy
by  Don.s  taking a trip to Log Angeles  to remove a
complete  unit  from  a  frlend's  car  so  lt  could be
used  as  a  pattern.    This  series of events  cost the
plating company about $1200.00.

As  for  the  car  itse:f,  Don  believes  there were
approximately   50   Darrins  made  during  1940,  39
Vlctorias,  6 convertible Sedans  and 5 Sportsedans.
It  ls  powered  by  a  356  cubic inch  160 HP  engine,
weighs  3,884 pounds,  has  the 4:36-1  rearLend plus
over-drive.   "Therefore, you performance minded
people   can   readily   see   that  this  car  can  really
move   when  necessary."    Though  the  0-60  ratllig
would   prol)ably   compare   favorably  with  most  of
the  modem  cars,  we  understand  that Don has not
yet  driven  his  Darrfu  hard enough to  find out just
what  the  best  rating  would  be  -  guess  we can't
blame  him  for  that  after  four  years of such hard
anc]  meticulous work.

(Ed   Note:      We  regret  that  "Before..  pictures
were not avauable,  but from the complete restol.a-
tlon  described  above  one  can easily Imagine what
these pictures might have portrayed.)

THE  CORMORANT
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The first Packard Darrln convertible I saw was in
the April 1962 edition of THE CORMORANT. It was
a  reproduction  of  a  1940 ad in Fortune magazine.
Actually there were two ads, one for a Darrln Sedan
and  the  other  for  the  Vlctorla  Convertible.    The
caption  under  the  convertlb]e  read "Glamour car
of  the  year".  and  lt  certainly  looked glamourous
to  mel    I  decided  right  then that lf I  ever had the
chance,  I  would get that kind of Packard.   My next
encounter  with   the  Darrln  body  occurred  on  the
Packard   Automobile   Classics   National   Tour   to
the   Harrah    Collection   at   Reno~Lake   Tahoe   in
September,   1963.    As my wife and I drove Into the
Caravan Ion ln Sacramento  in our 1937 convertible,
we saw not one, but two  superbDarrln convertibles
parked  in  front  of the office.   Needless  to  say,  we
were both thoroughly impressed.   For the next two
days,    even   though   there  were   scores   of  other
beautiful   Packards   of  every  type  to  admire,  the
Darrins  remained  our favorites.   By now we were
both  certain  we  would  get  this  type of Packard lf
the  opportunity  ever.  arose.    Little did we realize
that  ln  a  few  short  months we would be the proud
owners   of  what  we  thought  was  one  of  the most
beautiful  Packards  we  had  ever  seen  -  the 1942
Custom   Convertible   Vlctoria  -  body  by  Dal.rfu.

THE  CORMORANT
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a BIRD'S-EYE view
into the past

13y MAURICE  WILSON

The car was orlglnally sold by Earle a. Anthony
of Los  Angeles  to  the  actor,  George  Raft.   Since
then   lt  has   had   three   other  owners,  all  inLos
jhageles.      Most  of  the  restoration  work,  engine,
paint,  upholstery,  and top was done in Los Angeles
during  or  pl.lor to  1960.   The interior ls  done in a
beautiful   red   color   and   the   exterior  ls   cream
colored   lacquer.      The   total   appearance   of  this
combination  ls  very  striking and ls  compllmented
I)y a tasteful appllcatlon of chrome trim.

The  car has been  entered ln numerous  competl-
tlve  events  and  has won several awards,  the most

Fr°ot:W°Thiycb}ea]snsg]cf%:rp%{Zfinorati°enrat]cca:mire:`t:::
has  gone  101,000  mues  and ls a distinct pleasure
to  dl.1ve.     It has the nine main-bearing engine and
overdrive,  so ls  smooth, powerful and speedy. Ac-
cordlng  to  Howard  Darrfu,  the  1940 models were
built   at   Connersvllle,   Indiana,   and   the   1941-42
models  were  buut  at  Cinclnnatti,  Ohio.    He  said
that   there   were   approximately   250   of   the  1940
models  made  and   about  75  of  the   1941   and  1942.

We  expect  to  enjoy  this  fine  Packard for many
years  and  to  take  lt  on as many P.A.C.  events  as
we possn]ly can.
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Bohman  and  Schwartz  modernized  the  front  fender  shapes  for  C]ark  Gable  in  about  1936.

ever,  the  Packard  V.12  had   a   hydraulic  zero.lash   valve  mechanism
which  bore  some  similarity  to  that  pioneered  by  the  V-12  and  V-16
Cadi]lacs  a  few  years  earlier.

A  feature  of   the   1934   V-12   was   a  I our  speed   tran§mis§ion   with
spur  gears.  It  was  not  noisy,  but  it  did  make  a  characteristic  whine.
First  gear  was  so  low  that  it  was  only  needed  for  emei.gencies  and
the  flexibility  of  the  engine  was  such  that  it  would  easily  propel  the
car  at  5  mph  in   high  gear  on  a   10%   grade.    Tires  of  7.50-17  size
were  fitted,  combined  with  a  standard  axle  ratio  of  4.69  which  gave
3000  engine  revolutions  per  mile.  A  3-speed  transmission  and  an  axle
ratio  of  4.41  was  specified  on  later  V-12's  and  some  1934  models  may
have  used  the  4.41  axle.   Brakes,  incidently,  were  mechanical  on  the
1934  Packard  Twelves.

There  is  Ilo  record  of  Pack&rd  speedsters  being  entered  in  sports
car  competitions,  so  far  as  ive  know.    Though  the  V-12  was  adver-
tised  as  the  "Boss  of  the  Road",  the  magic  century  mark  would  have
meant  turning  the  engine  at  around  5000  rpm-a  speed  well  beyond
a   reasonable   possibility.    Nevertheless   Packard   Twel`ve   owners   will
tell  you  this-"of  all  the  cars  I've  ever  owned-this  was  the  great-
est."   Ask  the  man  who  o"ned  one!-]B                                                .

Tlie   compact   73   litre   V-12   engine`  lmd   a   very   large   exhaust   pipe.

schro°wesns£:rtie?nat:fntohteaTigpsd`exadencgejff:I.N€:en`rhoadtstE:epvj:i;nian%:
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Custom  Bodies
THE    1935-1941     ERA
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V-B   w]lh   club  coupe   body  by
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ABOVE~I.ilicoln      Contiiieiltal      V-12      Cu`qtom      Club      Coupo

BELOW-1938    Lincoln    V-12    Convertible    Victoria    by    Brunn
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ABOVE-Chrysler  Newport  Phaeton,  de'signed  by  Roberts  and
built   by   LeBaron,`  believed   to   b®   on   c[   New   Yo`rker   cha8gi8

ABOVE-Chrysler   Thunderbolt   convertible   built   by   LeBaron

BulcK    MOTOR    PIVISION

A130VE-The    1940   Buick   "Fireball"   experimental   coupe,   de-
sigiied  and  built  by  Harley  I.  Earl  on  the  Buick  Super  cha8Eig

\\t\`(I.    ut'    (ht.    ``ii(wlst¢`t.    \\t`l.(`    lou    illut.h    ftil.    lh{'    I)urt`hasitlg

iHiltl:I              Tl``ir.`lt.in     \.i.lili"     `\itlllilii.I     likt.    il.     I,pi``irt.    CLlss
`1]111.      \:I      L`''„\\.`'     Ill(.\       r.;':(I     `(,,11\.

•,  ,„   \,,I-"  +I".",`,,.r  ""`'.."." ,..,,, \   ,,,(.  ,i,`l  ,,r  ,,,(,I ,,,, *-

1„       11''1,.     r„      I ,,,.,,,. \,      I,,"r     \,.:,I.i.     ,I,(`     (,",.(11„`",;+     ,,,     :,

I.1``    1„     ,,." .,,-,, `,".    I," ,,,-, `,".,.I    ,,,i\,.    ii,.L\,,    (: ,,,., I     i,."     I,,,I;,i].

.ul\H|`l;`.Li"     in     Ill(`    .-l`n\\.     (.l{)S(`     ln    llt(L    *lnLm(I     (.(`1`     .\"     Lr```"

`,1„    ,     ,,r     ,1,.`1*"     ," ,,,,.,, I,,`(.1 ,,,. a     ,,I     ,I"       ,.I(,`>i,.     „r     ,,,,

11,I.I.111„1      '„      (I.1>,."\11,'       ,,,(`      (: ,,,., I       I,".      Il,i`      r,``,.i,"       ,,,,,,.,.,  I,(,,,

:,,::,\",:" ,,,,,,,, I"I.,I,,:,.I,I,I,,,"    : ,,,, : ,,,,, i  „t ,,,,,I,,;::i,,,,,, (:    ,.:: ,..,, :,.\ "; ,,,,, ",,.,,,,,,,.

i,,I,,,.,,,,.1 .,,-,, "I.1,,",,,""::,;: ,,,,, ;1„     ,Ill,,.:;,,",:,,,"     "I" I"  ;I,I,I,`,,,I " I",,,I:": i ",,::,lil,'1':

||.,,„|    `atl    ti`i"H.inn"        lli.`s    tlii`lilioarrl     \`;i+    lhi.    (I:lilst`    of    i`

I,I,,     Will,'         1',+`'

treHH"(`lttjs,      natit)Ii.wicl(1      sufi)lus      in      .lbi.      tr(.actli`it..a      itf

ii.ant.    t.tjui`l.`    fi.ttn]    .1.`J..}rt    t)i`.11    set;itis    lh{`t    tl`t.  `t..t,tiiltillaiioli

"   I,,"r,h   *1".",    I ,,,., `,i".,,   ( ,.,,, I,,   ,`,,.I,",," ,,,.,,, I"."I   ,,,...,,,.,

lli(I    lil(`N.:nLr     \\'1](`(`1     llian     1[1{`    Liw`(.(Iunw.I,(.I.    (`(iiJ`i.(I      i`uitit.rtili``

Cttr(I   (lri`'(>rs   1{t    r(`zi(I  'rt?v(iluli(His   I)t.r    n`inutr    fttr    i``.ilti``    I)``r

houi..     In     f`iijrll`    s|)ee(I    for`\'ar{l.    tht`r.foi.`.`    lho`istii`ds    of

tor(I    (li.i\'(`i.£    \`'t`re    tht.   so`il.{..t?    of    I.t.`'ei`ut`    fttr    to\`.``S    \\  ith

{`     £:`illit.it`i`t     ti`ilt`l.t]r     ttf    {.tii>s     t7t`     ti`otut.(`}t`l{`S     lit`l`ii``\     `igr-

l)()('t.(I.t.     !\'1(I      i„      ()'1{.     (.:1*( ..-- 1'1\       (,\\.''--.'1,I ,,,- I      ,,i     \\  ,,h,-

I .,,, I.,`    (: ,,,,,, ``(.`i( .,,,. `   I.,',.,`i\.(`,,     $2"    ,,,`,.:,,,a,`    I     l\c ,,,,- (`,l     `"     )I,.

rt.iwling    Llm    tt//i.i7it./t.i.    fti[.    LI`t`    si>tit`tlm"`t`ir    ill     llit`    tiint.    tir

t''(.   :lrr(.sl.

A.i   ftir`  tl(`.Sign,   l}Tt`   ^ultl.rn   €iritl   thr   (:(.ril    \\'t.I.t`   lil(.lttr}  .

sift,," ,-.., ".,".,Ii"#   ,,,,'' ,,,-, ',,' ,,,, `/.   '1`' ,,.. \,,I ,,,,. "   +,„".,I.

ABOVE-1941    Packard    Custom    Super   8-160.    with    body    by
Bohman   &   Schwartz.   Pcrint  is   16   coats   of   light   cream   lacquer.

sl`|r   \\€`s  :I(`t`i.ill.\.   {i   six.(¥lsl{.r.   It(tat.liiil   {`*rl   till.   .|n(I   tht.   (:(trtl

(.:ww      jn      f{)ui.I)(}(1\       sL\l(```:       :`      {.()I`\i`L.`i])I(`      {.()`ii)(.      .il`(I      (.t)!L-

\,I.I.Lil,I ,,,,,,,,,,.,,,, I ,,..      `i,,      I",J ,.-,,,,,, r       ` ,.,, i ,,,.       ; ,,,,,,,,,.,,,.. tT

li,.\."'.I\      I ,,,,  I  .,,, „„.    q,.(I;",.    (,    {.I,,l,,(T,.`lto,I,.I,\(`l,I,.    >,,`1:,I,.

•,I,i„.1\\„    (,:'r`         `\'11,Ill,„     I.I,",     (:,,,`1,     ,." ,,,,, i ,.,,,.       \,

r(,\ ,,-, 'i,,.L`.,I.,I      ,`"I,"      i,     :,,,(I      \'-12,.     (`:,,I,11„      \.'.I       ,,,

I  ,,.. ''T)-\,.-I,,I,"    ,,,., 0,  .   " ,,,,   lh,`    h   .`,,,i,.`    I."„  "h!    \,,.r,`   ,1,,.

",,.\    I"."I ,,,., `   ,,,,,   +,i"ki,,).i,.h\"!L    ,.,,,, I,I    ' ,,,,,  i,: ,-,.   ;,I,,I    -tl!l

(,,,I.il",,"i",,,,I,.",,;:,,,\.i,.I,,r,,`l,I,:,,",,I"I.:,:::`"lr,I,,",I",,,I,i,.`',:;l','',",,!l':`,rl.I,I,I;

('I)I:lilt.    f„   i'   .`'lil:ll,,\.   >,,,"   iL   ,.",,\  ,.,., il,I,,   `,,,I:in    I"     I)'" ,,,. '".1`.

(",,.` ,,,,-,,,.     I„,.`>il,,\       ,.,`,',,,r ,,,,.     i ,,,, l     :,I-,",,\  ,,,. 1',I,11,     ,.I"I,
.,,, 11 ,,..i   I,,I ,,,.,,,, I,,,s:    -,,`,,rt,    ,.":,,1`,,.I.`   :`,,,I,t!,i".,-`   :,f,I,,,

(.I ,,,,  I  ,,,, I.,I        ,,',         I,,,#' ,,,,.,,,,  1\   .,,,,  I,)

I     .  I  !  ..   e



(:lI*lt'nl    [3o(]i(,s
I    I"1''''!',,I,I  .,,,,        I,,,Pr       li,I,,.r,,,

I`/''.T    ..\n.iil    .in   \t.i'\.    \t.r}    h|it.(.ial   tirtl(`r          `

likt.      (.jr      lIIt.      W'liitt`      Ilttus(``      for      in.

`1;ui(`t..     Ot      fitr     ijlaiH.    (.iriliiiiu.y.    (?\'(`ry-

(I.1\        ''„,I-..''L,I    ,I"Il..,r      I,ill`.

)''      .,1111'„-`;„`.      '1„        I,,,`,,-(: ,,,,,,

„  ,,,t,i   ,,,. `,+'"    ,I  I ,,,- "    ,in"„.;,`,I,:,I,I,,

;Il'"r,.(I.      ;Ill,I      f„      iz-,I.      '1`',,.      (Ii,ri"#-

jlon`klr(..tl.      ri.t,Ill      loitltlr     \v:I.i     gtjiit.     iih

\\`,`    ,,„    I ,,,,,, \`.    .\-`1,:,1„,I,`i,,lii`,,,r.

('`'11(..      I ,,,,., \`1`      '1 ,,.,, t,,.I.(w       ,,,,,, \,.      Lh,`

..„,\IILi'\        ,ii`u`.I,,\       ,,.a ,,,, I,       ,,r      I.!',,,`,as.

I.„\t.I.I.tl   1     tr\iiik.    tl]t.    t.hr(iiit'iuil`-lriltili](I(I

I,n.„g       ,",:,r,I.       ,I,,,       l!,I.g,..tlii","I,`r.

nii```i\(.l\       t   uli`Iru(.I('tl      +I(`r'l.illhr      \t'1``.t`l.

tlie     f`jr``':`r(I-o|x.ning    (lt).tr.    the    rttuli(l

iii`lr`illi('nl     tliah     oil     (ht:    /lil.`li`     aiitl     ill

I ,,,, `,     ``,,` ,,,,,,,. `.,,`      I ,,,.     h ,,,,,,.,, I-."r,`

r{'€i`(Iti.    i..Iiit.    ``a+    Ill(:    lti``i.    swt.Ill.ltiick.
•V'    \\.il'dslli(.I(1.

What   }ou   gt)I   in   place   (if   all   this.
``as    `in    the    19..}8    Packar{l   V-12   for

in`stal`cf`)    .in   alm()st   tJcr/I.Ca/  `V'   wind.

slii`'ld.   bi`llotni   fi.t.nt  and  rear  fenders,

[mt.lit.i`ll}    Ilo    runniiig   bt)ard    (for   1{)-
t'€il   guiilarnk®S   tu   1`(7|)   uP(in   all(I   sh()ut
•`rltllu.       tliLL       t`{`l`!-.i.       a       di`ii`t}..       \`.l`iLti.

.`|lI.il`g-+|wtkol       sl"riltg       `\'h`1t.I.       I`iLrli

I.-_.  .   .:-;i

;.`      ®                         5`

rl-

COURTESY    EARLE   a.   ANTHONY

DARRIN  TOWN  coupe,  c[  Semi-convertible

:;',`,`,`,!k".:ft:a::`,:t.„:€[::t|!t`},|}?0:dn};;r:t)tu:,I,I,:
l|Olhit.It     {iiitl     ltt|t     ii`€i'trri{`l`    iio    ga(lgels

fur   llM;-tlriu`r  t{t  |jla}.   \`.ilh  as  in   forlner

['a(.kar/I`    lfttr   iristant,`c.Ilo   shock   al)-

sitrher  cttntrol.   `'acuum   brake   selector
"itr.h,  crankcase  level  push.I)utton  in-
tlit`attjr`   t.`t(,`.).   ari(I    in   general,   the   un-

:,t\"t:;f`t:,r,`riat',',:en,f{:`,:'|jt'.`Qg,t]°t:„.:,°;Ldeu,::;:,:`,.`a}],`.
Tl„     `illlll.     Ill;1\      I".     S`,icl     of     tl,,I      I().I;',-

I`).t`J     K     `i.r'H.`    \'-121,iiit.tjliis    antl     tliti

\i.r`     ral.(.    \'-12    iiii(I    V.16    Ca(lq.    Cadil-

I"  ..  iif  all   lhti  l}.ig  Thr(.(i.  iiiaiiitained  the

loliL'   "H  run    llii..  ()I  |N)st -... i.5   (lays:   ho`tl-

i  \  /`r.   `hFir   il/.`i£9i   ``{is   he}  oil(I   c(tmpre-

llt.ii`ii,i`    iH  .1!„    \'..I()   seritls.    Th.    FJ38

\J,'      '.,'ll\,.I-lil,I,.      I,.,lan         a      ,.o,,,lJi,,-il-

11\'.1\         '`'„„11,   „         ,'',,,1,.I-``.:,s        .``,'J`'`','

",,; .,,,, (,t     i,     ,\;I.    ``l ,,,,,.iL    (,     I,,Jrl,,`,I,I,.    ,}f

1„    ,l`.+,L,".

(       11'!,.I  ,,.. ?:,.     '`,,,`,     :,     r,,,`urr(',,(`,.     ,)I    ,i,:.

•t  `i`t"n      /.ah      f.tr      I)ci)res.`itin-ri{l(I(`n

I""I,,"..    """,,a,,[m    ,A     ,,,, `    Big    'r' ,,.,. a.
\\    111111„       I)„`-111,,``       I(( .,.,. +il,,''       ,,I       ,I,i,,

I    ,.,,,.    ;I...         '',.I,

CollFiTESY    OF    P^Ct(^Fio

1941  ROI.I.SON  Packard  convortiblo  8odan

t-    +,'t ,,,,, i,,A   -    ,I".   ,`1 ,,,,, I,I-   "I
.i,.I,    i ,,,, I    I,"„1.    i,Ilk,..    I)i`rri"    ,.: ,,,,,,,, \,,.,.

frtnn     I'!`iis    ai`{l     f{ill`t.r..tl    tlit`    falliou.¢

I,il(.t'i'l.(I    I)ill.ri„   I.,,„` .,.,. lil,I,.   t .,,, ]l,(i   i,"(I

`1    \,.i'I'    li\',.r.    l`i ,,,.,,,,,    ```,*    ,"    ,,,, \,`il    ,I".

I''lI,.Ir;\,l''lil.(`,I         (:",,,i ,,,.,,, :,,.          1! ,,,,  I,lt`

.,., t ,,,,, "i ,.,. t(.,"   ,\:,i  ,"   I ,,,, \` .,-,,,,,,. I,

I"    ,,in   "w",    ,,I.Im.„i,„,?-    : ,,,,,,,, I,.-
f„l.      I,i'.r(.I,     ,\t.I.,,``,      ,,i,      I,i ,.,, "st-     ,,"

l'ilt.k{`r(I       V-12       ft,||o``t.`|      sL,it       i,,       1,.},).

;„',I     1'1,,    ,:i,,,     V-,`,    i,,    '`10.    Of    ,.,,, Ira,`.

),„   -,Il,I.i,lw,\h   ',"\,.   (I   ,.I,`` ,,,,,,-
"i ,,,,.   f„   ),,u   I,y   ,(,,,ls ,,,,,.`Lill   i,,   N,."

\`ttrk)  `     Lcl}ai.ttii,      Brui`i`,      li`lt'clwtttitl.

L)a,rh&;It.    or    Bolmian    and    Schwartz
( P{1sadena,   Califori`ia-the   successors
H)    Muri.h}..    tlit.ri`).    B`Il    tti(`    (li`sigi`    of

\  ,,ur   ,.'].<t,„n   {.i,I.   \`{,`,,(I   ,,,, I    I,I,   I,,(,   ,li§-

[i]`8uisliali!t`      ri."      iLI`}.      tir      tli{.     .s`tit.k

I};l{.k:]r(|i.  (.,i\(I:..   „   I,ill(.,t ,,,.i  .11,,.   I( .,,, I-

(.I..i    \\(tl]l(I    1',.    j\l ,,,,, I     ,' ,,..I( ,,,, (..     ,I,,.    £{ .,,-

(.I.(11     I)(I(1\,      Iil'l.h     :'1.-'1`1„     ('.",,,i ,,,. ",,,I

I,l„'k   (   I,);!` ,-.,. 2,     ,`,;,s   ,,,o,,i,.,t` ,,,,.,, l,,.a"

{.`isLt7m     l>u(l}i     I)tiil(lt`rL    lti     in``ltl`lI`     i`li`i`Il

'llr'.(.    (lislil',.liv,.    ,`lT ,.,,,,i;     ,I,,,    lo"p;    ,,i,r-

"„v   ,,o ,,,,    I,lgi,i ,,,., I ,,.,. I ,,., I,,w,,   ,I(,or

(t`ii{`tir{`),       aiitl        llit`       swci7l-lwn'k        l`itik

(`li,,`,'   ditto).
(:!]rysler,    t]uicsceri`    in    tlic    custom

ficl(I   sin(`,a   the    I(J33   Lcl}ar(}ns.   caine
()ut   with   tlircc   into.rcstiiig  (.<irs   (luring
[hi.S    l¢is[    I)critjtl.    I``{tr    the    N{.w    York

Wttrld's    Fair    ill    1()3{).    s(tmel)ody-I
.im     in(.lilt(`(I     `o     s`i``ii{.(`t     I)t`rli.il`i~--dt'-

I.,*"",    i`,,{ ,,,,, il,    :,    I.i,ft    I,f    I"\`..<lu,,#.

swtiitl-ltat:k-lo.iLing    itlii`t.tttns     I itossil)l}.

(`()n\rc`rti])ll`     st`(lims)      (}n     tllc     Clir}`slt`r

Cr(j``'n     linperial     chassis,     and     ver}.
slinky,       Terry-zind.Pirates-t}..I)e       cars
lhe\'  were too, its they purred  frt)in  bar
[ti   ]'iar  carrying  (lignitarics  `{i  the  `v{)ii-

(lr`,|ls   I``ajr.

"    ,,,A,t`   ,`:,,I ,,,,,,,,,, `r,.q      ,-,, I  ,I,,`

„.igi,,i,,   ro ,,,,,,,.,..i   `,f   I ,,,.   lJ,.l!i,ro,,   (`,0 ,,,-

I)€ui}~(lpsign«l  ll`e  CIH)sh.r  'l`hui`(ltlr.
Iitlll     <1ii(I      Nflvix)I.I.      Ai`{`or{ling     tii     11`(`

Chr}.sler    Col.|timlitni,    llit`    si.`    'ni`ii`.

(lerlt{ilts  antl  the  five  Na,wiiort  i}liaetons
wer{>    tlicir    "fort`c€`st    of    future    st}'le

lrflitls .... "      {in(I      I)}t      stii(l}Jit`Lr     thti

iili(iLttgra|tlis     iiit.lutlctl      lirrt`.      }tnl      t`,iiii

st`t.     that     Chryslt`r    {li{l     .qonic     mighty

il(.(.uriltt!   f()I(`caslii`g.  Th{`   rl`l``ii`(I.trl)o||.

soiiit.    ttf    yttu     iliay     r(`iii(.itilt.r,    \\'i`s    ii

inish-liultoii    pal.n{lisi`:    push    i`    ljutlol`.
I)„  ln"Hights   w(`rc   uiit.ti\'t.rt`(I,   |}ush   .1
Iillllnll.    tll(.    l`t`<1r   tlt`t`k    slitl    (ln\`'ll    ;L`l(I    l`tt`

{ill-i`it`li`L    l{iii    su`mg    Ill.t.uLi{l    aiitl    tl{i```i\

(,"..    ,h,.    (,t.,.k    '.il,I,i,lg    sl,u,     likt.    i,

Iilttust.     ti.iii>.     i>iisli     {i     liu`it]i`.     Ihc     \`.ill-

ll,\`,S     \`,,iL,',```,     ,,I,     :`,`,I     (I,,``.,I.     PL,SIl     i,

buttoi`~`\'i'll.   \tiu   gt.l   tlie   i(lt`a.   In   llie

.i;llt''.  „nr-`llxil„   .I.   I.::,r,  (I,.-`iii",I  :`,,,I

i,,   -   I,„    ,,,, i,.k   .``,I",.   '.I,:,``is   tl,,.
•.,, `irr,,il ,,,, :`',,`ri,"t`I`L:,,-        ",,,\,`l.,i,,I,`

(.(till)c    ilhislr€l[t`(l`    `tilh    lh``    si`me    fea-

t`Ii.{is   !`s   lh{`   (:hr\slt.r   Tl`iii`ilt`rltoll.

\i    i|„    |tt`iTini`iiig    tif   Lht`*t`    :Lrtit.I(`>.    `

I""",ist`,,   )I,`,   sl,,,I(,I,,>   ,,I  ,.I`,h>i,.   ,I,,.ii8,,
in     ,,I,I,`",,I"i,`      ,„     I ,,.,. '` ,,,,.     : ,,,,. ` ,,,,,  I

;`t   rt-,?"i/.i"a   I.,li,-   1`,',I,,.`.    1`1,,.   f`,I.

",,i,,i:   is   "   I,".,.„'   lip ,,,, I   ,,I ,.,, t,,'l,.``t,"I,

(,`,,i,    (in   ,ht.   i,,1,h    ,`,.   I,i,`,.   `lis ,,,, >`t.,I:

/,(,/?„'.„„     I,,,tlit,s    I,,i,)      I"    i`ll.I`tif,`.Il

li.v   ltwtking   ltii   the   ltttttom   of   tht`   t`o``l.

I,i„`,`         ,,`` ,,,.,,, \        ,,,`,,i,,{,      11,,.       I,'f,       i,,i,r,`

wht`t`l    .if   Llw   I.{`t.   li:i>   ilh   *iii`r``.i   i`i{iiit`tt]{l

ill    ft`n{ltirwclls-ft>i.    thtl    i`!`mi.    siglia-
turi.d   ill   I)rass.

D!.c[/.I.c/I    uses.a   rei`tai`gular   bri`nze

I)latc`    abo`it    oi`e    ilit`h    b}.   .two    iiit`hes
t:`t`ktt(1   in   llie   same   I)lai`i.   as   altove~

j`lst     in     fl.{int    `)f    L!`{`    (lri\.{`I``*    `lt>ur     i`[i(I

\1.`11:111\      (,iL.,`(.I,\'      i`,,(,`'t`     I,,(`     *1 ,,,,      ``'',,`r,.

fr„„   'r"" ,,.,.   :,I,,,   r,,,",i'`g   ,,"(,r ,,,, I ,.,.,.
.,,,,,  I,,,y .,,,,, h,,I,,.I ,,,,,,,,   :\r,.   `,`\,i,„\

I.''1„''1,,I,   ,,l„."..i:/,,./„"/   `i`l`..    in   ;,I"`,,,

11„     .„„     ,,,,. :,,i(,,`       \1`".\,I,\      ,1``,>     ;,
n`{`li```#uliir    lil:itiutl.     I)i.rh:ii``    t`    ltr`ti`ztl

*liit`l(I`   i`ii(I    13r`itm   a   s{.rt.ll.

I..lc..lluood,   Rt)lls()i.`   Jil(Ikili.i.   t\Tt'   `m

th`.    li>rt-t`<ilic\    .qitlc.    t`l{7s{`    io    tLi{`L    pctini

where  the  liot)d  i`iid  t.,o``.I  iiit?.I.
In    c`oil(`lusioi`.    let    mc    I-t>peat    ``.hilt

I    said    ill    the    beginning.    If   }'ou    see
son`ething     (`oming     do``.n     the     stret`t
lli!`t`s   l(i``.    to   the   groun(I.   \`itl`   sp.ires
m{,ll„,(` ,,-,,, (`     f(`,`,I(`l.s.     ``it,,     a     .V`

\\  i„(lsl'it,ltl    +li\l'l(.(I    I,i,,.\    ,,,,, il    i,`s   ,.`,s'.

i"g   ,1„   ,1„   `,,.i\  ,,I.,S   f,,r`.I,l`L,ll.   tl,`.   ,ll,,,rs

{`r(`   (`ut    (1t)\`'i`    1t)`\,   it    looks    lik`'   it   lias

15-inch    liras    in   b<1(`k   ai`d    I().iiit`h    ill
fro]it.   it's   got   V`igue    ``hite\`'i`11s.    ai`d

l{)ts  of  fl`rtin`e-don't  be  in   tot)   much
of   a   l`urr}.    lo   sa}.   ``huh`   oiit>   tif   tl`t`m

fiirrin   iitbs"A  -jr)I.lroil   li€`tl   il`   i``oi``t.i`i`.

bl.t)ll`t`l..   ``l„m   lh!`   lnN  Lrl"   loLrFlll„   in

1'„     ,t;,(.I     r-",     (I ,,,,     >:,i,l`    ..I   ,`,``     L!i\t`
•„   a   l''tt8   (.:1[.   f(,r   t\,`,ir   I ,,,,,, `.\  :

1939   PACKARD   Darrin    convertible    club

AUTO   CLUB   OF   SO     CALIF
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Sebfing  Formula  ,  .  .
This   top   event  will   soon   be   run   (Marcli

23rd,  10  A.M.  to  10  P.M.)   and  we  feel  that
race  director,  Alec  Ulmann  is worth  quoting.

\t|;`:::::;ae;:;;b::i:h±8e:]i):¥ir:::Vr::t::c:e:)n::n::::):;::::,:
the greatest classic of all endurance races.  No
one   can   question   the   ti.emendous   influence
that   this   24-hour   contest   has    had   on   the
development  and   impi.o\iement  of  the  sports
car  and,   I)y   I.eflection,   on   the   utility   car  of
today.  In  the  same  tradition  of  Le  Mans,  the
organizers  of  the  Sebring  12-liour  Endui.ance
Race,   since   its   inception   in   1950,   ha\Je   en-
(leavored  to  maintain,  by  nieans  of  their.  man-
datory  regulations,  the  I)asic  principle  of  fail.
competition  between  manufactul.ei.s willing  to
challenge  each  other's  engineering  talenls  on
the   unimpeachable  test   ground   of   the  race
circuil  I)efore  the  eyes  of  theii.  customers,  the

genei.al  public.
"The   accent   in   this   i`ace   is   not   oli   the

heroic  prowess  of  the  drivel.  oi.  the  act.obatic
skill   of   the   supporting   crews,   but   on   the
meticulous   year   long   development   and   pre-

paratoi.y  woi`k  of  the  engineers,  planners  and
testing  nien  whose  handiwork  is  being  tesled
before  the  woi.ld  to  see."

Ulmann   i`igl`tly   places   the   most   stress   on
his   Coefficient  o£   Perfoi.mance  race,   just   as
they   do  at   Le  Mans,   I)ut   the   crowds  watcli
only  the,  ovel.all  positions.  For  Sebring  the   C
of  P  is  equal  [o  D + d,  whei.e  D  is  the  total
niiles  covered  by  the  car  in  the  12  hours  and
{1  is  computed  by  the  formula:

d=§#X2i3(inlniles)

Where    the    engine    is    supercliai.getl,    the
exact  engine  size  in  cc  is  mulliplic(I  I)y  i.4-
vel.y  commenclal)le   and   much   more  realistic
tl]an  moving  the  contest&n[  up  one  class  when
he  employs   artificial   aspiralion.

To    ]]oil    this    foi.mula    dowii    to    its    bare
essentials,    [lie    car    wliich    I)cst    exceeds    its
"foi.iiiula   I.ating"   wins    the    1.act..    Oi`,   stated

a]iothel.  way,  the  hai`dicap  winner  is  the  rna-
chind  which   exceeds   its   minimum   I.et|uii.ed
a`.erage  mph  I)y   tlie  largest  pei.cent.  Sample
formtila   speeds   for  vai`ious   size   engines  ai.e
as  follows   (given  as  average  mi)h  i`alher  than
total   miles)  :

1000
1250
1500
2000
3000
5000

New Cars . .

``=-r!ghAs:;eTel:ea:ij-§i:

51.56    mph
55.00
57.10

58.92
61.10

63.46
65.47

Late   entries   in   the   1957   I.ace   include   a
5-   to   6-passengei`   car   lo   I)a   known   as   the
"Flintridge   DKW   Darrin   Mark   11   Sports."

W'hether   a   spol`ts   car   oi.   not    (an(I   we   say
not)    Howard   Dari.in   has   come  up  with  an

'5fr\;i:rti`l;g,lfe:i:t.`u:i;:i:ot:::iii,I;eoi.:;;uvi;;:;i,yi:hc;e:v::;

has  a  I.emoval)le  hard
top.

Another  new  car  expected  momentarily  is
the  English  made  ``Thrust,"  powere(I  ])y  the
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new  Austin  A-35  engine   (950, cc).  We  don't
know much about this ]`ob  hut if the  response
is   similar   to   that   received   on- last  month's
Berkeley   report,    our   mailman    will    think
Cliristmas  is  a  full  season  instead  of  a  week
Or  two.

Borgwai.d  still  haven't  come  up  with  their
long-expected  I.5  litre  competition  spoi.ts  cai`,
but  they have j.ust  announced  a  really  beauti-
ful  TS  Sport  Coupe.  It  looks  quite  a  I)it  like
an  enlai.ge(I  VW-Ghia  Karmann  an(I  is  said
to  have  a  to`p  speed  of  150  kph   (93.15  mph) .

Poi.sche  isn't  `iery  "publicity  min(led"  (why
should  they  bc? ) ,  but we  have finally  tlretlge(I
uP  a  list  of  the  1957  modifications  i`rl`ich  in-
elude :

I.   A   new   carl)ui.e[or   ail.   [empc`i.atui.e   con-
trol   for.   nioi`e   efficient   op(`l.ation    ii`ider

wi(lely   varying   climatic   conclitions.
2.   Revise(I   front   tor.sion    I)ars   with   an   a(I-

].ustment     for     I.e-setting     the     stan(ling
height.

3.   Needle   I)Llarings    (in§lead   of   plastic)    a[
the   front  suspension   ariiis.

4.   Revised    I.eal.    suspension     an(I     engine
mounts   to   allow   an   initial   real.   wheel
setting  of  0°   caml)cr   (at  no  load)   with
no  change  in  bump  travel  or  I)ody  loca-
lion  above  the  ground.

American   Styling  .   .   .
All   reports   indicate    that   Virgil    Exnei.'s

sty]ing  genius,  as   fully  exploite(I   in   the  new
Chrysler  lines,  has  had  a  trcmen(Ious  pul)lie
acceptance.  Forcl's  Fairlane  also  seems  to  be

popular,  and  some  soothsayers  are  even  say-
ing  that  Ford  will  outsell  Chcvi.olet  tliis  year,
something  which  hasn't  liappene(I   sii`ce  1937

(in   passenger   cars).   Certainly  it  looks   as   if
G.M.   is   going   to   have,   to   accept   a   (lrop   in
Lheii.    market    peneti.ation     (527o    in    1956).
Stylists    we    have    consulted   all   sum    it    up
about  like  this-the   Chr}.slei`  cars  look   like

they  are  moving  even  when  they  are  static,
the  G.M.  cars look "slow," with built.in  head-
resistance even when  they're  moving.  At least
we  predict  that  Plymoutli  will  move  up  to  its
rightful  3rd  place   this `year.
Impol.ted  Car  Sales   .   .   .

In   the  imported   family   car  field,   it  looks
like  sonieone  is  goiiig  to  be  disappointed,  foi.
they   are  all   predicting   tremendous  g`ains  in
sales.   American   Motors   is   in   the   most   lu-
dici.ous   positio-n   of   all.   Iii    one   breath    they
aclvertise  tl]at  the  sniall  F.uropean  car  is  slioi`t
on   room   ai`d   comfort    (as   compared   to   tlie
Rnmblei.),    an(I    in    t`ic    next    tl`ey    foresee    a
150%   gain   in   Metropolitan  sales.   Of  coul.sc,
the  Raml)ler  is  a  goo(I,  scllsil)Ic  automol)ile -
a   size   `vc   have   long   a(lvocated   as   I)eing   am-

ply   lai.ge.  'I`he  Metro  is  a  keen   little  ].ob,  too,
hut  it's  nc`ilhei.  fish  nor.  fowl-no  room   for  a
family,   yet    iiot   a   spo].ts   car   cithci..   So,   who
I)uys  Metros?   Maybe   fi.ustrate(I  T-Bii`(I  pros-

pects?
Renaull   of   France   has   (loubled   theil`   pl.o-

(luction   Gal)acity   and   are   now  in   a   position
lo   deplete   theii.   domestic   backlog   of   or(lei.s
and  send  fin  aniple  supply  of  Dauphines  over
to   us.   They   plan   to   sell   16,000   cai.s   in   [he
U.S.   dui.ii`g    1957,    have   an    8000   cai.    I)€`ck-
log  now.

Vo]kswag(il`    ha\Jt`   amiounce(I    iiothiilg,    biit

1956  sales  \`'ill   I)c  close  to  50,000  uu:ts  in   lhe

U.S.    an(I    we   expect    1957    sliipments    [o    I)e
al)out   do`il]lctl.

8.   M.  C.,   witll   lbcii.  new  A-35  an(I   Moi`i.is-

Minor  `1000   are   Lalking   five-figure   sales   foi`
this  ycai.,   tixclusive  of   their  MG-A   an(I   Aus-
tin-Healey  Six,  ``'hich  ai.e  still  in  short  supply
due  to   the   shipping  sliortage.

Add  to  these  the goals  of DKW,  Borgward,
Mei`ce(lcs,  Jagilal.,  Triumph,  an(I  Rootcs,  an(I

you   liave   a   1.ough   tally   of   200,000   imports
for   1957.  This  is   getting   to  be   I)ig   busiliess.

Borgward  lsal)ella  TS   (TcltLTiltg  Sport)   Spoi`t  Coupe  is   lhe   !iill   naiiie   for   this
Ilew  model , 1)riced at aroun,(I t}30l)0.

ROAD  &   TRACK,   MARCII,   1957
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T  moiith  Bernard  Cahier  did  a  story  for
us  on   the  Top   13,   referring  to   Grand

Prix  drivers.  This in  turn led  to  interminable
R   &  T  staff  discussions  on  who   are  the  top
American  sports  car  drivers.  After  considei.-
able  wrangling  we  decided  to  rate  on  ability
rather  than  merely  studying  the  recoi`d  and
finally   agreed   on   12,   listed   below   but   not
necessarily  in  order  of  rank.

Carroll shelby               Ed  crawford
Phil  Hill                         John  Filch
Ken  Miles                       Walt  Hansgen
Paul  o'Shea                  Masten  Gregory
Pete  Lovely                    Sherwood Johnston
Jean  p.  Kunstle            Jack  MCAfee

An  interesting  sidelight  on  the  growth  and
age   of   the   sport   is   shown   by   a   list   of   in-
active  top  drivers.  How  many  remember  Phil
Wa]ters   (possibly  the   gI.eatesL  of  them  all) ,
Bill  Speai., Erwin  Gold§chmidt or Tom  Cole?

Tlie  SCCA  has  announced  its  1956  Nation-
al  Point  Champions,  based  on  10  road  races
and   4  hi]]   climbs.   Interesting   to   note   that
there   `vas   a   tie   for   higliest   points   between
Dick Thompson   (Corvette)   and  Paul  O'Shea
(300  SL) .  Perhaps  there's  a  moral  here  that
it  i§n't  necessai.y  to  have  an  expensive  all-out
racing  machine  to  be  a  "champion."

The  West   Coast   Championship   based   on
points  earned  in  19  West  Coast  main  events
for  modified  cars  lists  the  top  10  drivers  as
follows :

1. Ken  Miles              6.  Jean p. Kunstle
2.  Bill  Murphy           7. John porter, Jr.
3.  Richie  Ginthei.      8.  Jack  MCAfee
4..  Sam  weiss              9.  Eldon Beagle
5.  Carro}1  She]by     10.  Lou  Brero,  Sr.

Cyclops  Too  .   .   .
In   this   issue   we   introduce   a   new   R&T.

"character"   to   our   readers,   Cyclops   2,   the

impossible  (or is it? ) , lovable little cycle-car.
It  may  not  be  a  surprise  to  some  of  you  to
hear  that  one  of  our  two  modest,  anonymous
autllors was 1.esponsible  for  our  Poguar  Road
Test-a  phony  pogo-stick  if  there  ever  was
one-but we still get letters from  peo,plc who
want  to  buy  one  and  are  dead  serious  about
it.

Actually  the  Cyclops  saga  is  too   close  to
the  truth  to  be  fun]ry-to  us.  Hardly  8  day
passes that we do not get a call  from someone
who wants to  import a car that will sell better
than   the   VW.   They   ask   about   the   Goggo.
mobil,  or  the  Lloyd,  or  the  Mochet,  or  the
Fiat  600.  The  plain  fact  is  that  you  can  find
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cheaper   cars   and   better   cars,   but   no   com-
petitor seems  to  have the same successful com-
bination  of  distinctive  appearance,  price  and
reputation.   Two  French   cars,   the  Dauphine
and   the   Simca   Aronde   appear   to   be   the
toughest  compe[itiol`,  and  with  their  aggres.
sive  sales  campaigns  they  are  going  to  make
VW   feel   [hc   pressui.e.   Both   these   cai.s   are

priced  within  a  few  dollars  of  the  VW  and
offer    more    of    ever.ything-from    doors    to
economy.
Road  Tests   .   .   .

No  car we have  ever  tested  posed  the  prob-
lems  described  in  our  Lotus  report  on   page
18.   Also   unusual   is   [lie   fact   that   oui`   data
is  so  much  better  than  a  British  report  on  a
similar  car..   However,  in  case  anyone  doubts
some  of  our  figures,  o`vner  Chamberlain  has
c]ocked   a  standing   1/i   mile  with   a   1100   cc
Lotus   in   13.43   seconds~whereas   our   best
recorded   time  was  15.8  seconds.
The  Changes  are  Made  .   .   .

Last  month  we  promised  that  "there'll  be
some  changes  made"  and  beginning with  this
iss``ie   R   &   T   will   be   64,   pages,   7}of   col(7i¢!.7ig
!/!c  cot;ere   (as  sonie  magnzines  do).  Our  suc-
cess  has  I)een  amazing  to  us,  but  probably  be-
cause  we   know  little   or  nothing   about   the
publishing  business-i`rc  just  like  cars.  Once
we  said  we  i`'ould  like  to  own  Ferraris  but
drive Volkswagens.  We still have five  of  them

Prototy ore  mod,el  DKW   styled

EIIIIIRE

(VWs)    armong   our  staff,   plus   the   2.4   as   a
badge  of  prosperity.

Also,  we  are  now  settling  down  in  our  new
offices,  with  twice   the  floor  space  previously
available.     Many    I.eaders    have     asked    us,
"Where  is  Playa  de]  Hey  located?",  and  the

best  answer  to   that  is   right  on   the   Pacific
ocean,  due  west  of Los Ange]es' International
Ail`por[.  Also  `ve ai.e  only  2  miles  south  of the
new  25  million  do]]ar  Marina  del  Rey  small
boat  hal.boi.  project  I)ut  }iave  no  intention  of
star.ting  a  I)oa[ing  magazine.
Proprietory   Information  .  .  .

Oui.  lil.e  ar[ic]e,  concluded  this  month,  has
stirred-up  a  rash  of  (|uestions  about   specific
makes  of   lires.  None  of   the  researcl`ers  are
willing  to  divulge  exact information  on  a pal.-
ticu]ar   lil.a.   We   can   find    (see   bibliograp'

page  57)   comparisons  labelled  tire  A,  tire
elc.  which  is  really  frustrating,  but  that's  the
way  it  is.  Even  Michelin,  with  their  acknowl-
edged   lower   slip-angle   than   an)t   other   tire
never   give   any   s|)ecific   data.   Sollle   drivers
do  not  like  Miche]in-X  lil.es  because  they  sfly
the  loi`'er  slip  angles  give  less  wai`ning  of  an
impending  skid-whicli   i§   true  to   a   cei`tain
extent  since in  the  final  outcome  (a spin-out)
the  last  shred  of  adhesi\re  ability  is  not  much
different    I)etween    tii`es    of   the   same    tread
dul.ometer   (tread  hardness),  on  a  given  n`a-
chine  and  on  a  given  turn.

by   H a_w_aid __D_a_r_rip_ ig__be
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ARRIN   OF  PARIS.   That   was   the
sign  on a new showroom right in the

heart  of  Hollywood's  exotic  Sunset  Strip.
Now   Hollywood   could   7!euGr   ignore   a

sign  like  that.  Rumors  whispered  through
the  town  by  ``ray   of  the  usual   well-oiled
channels.   It  became   known   that   he   did
not  make  di.esses, he had  never  "coiffed"  a
hair-do,   but   that  he   /z¢d   designed   fabu-
lously   luxuriotis   limousines   for   King   A1-
fonso   of   Spain  and  Leopold   of   Belgium.
"The  crowned  heads of Europe I " the whis-

pers  said.
Fascinating   stories   continued   to   drift

through.  the  studio  lots.  They  told  about
the  Paris  auto  sho\v  `\Jhere  Da.rrin  was  en-
gaged  as  a  design  consultant  by  Minerva,
Panhard,  Dalmler-Benz, Armstrong-Sidde-
ley,  Renault,  Citroen:   all  the  great  auto
m{anufacturers  of  the  continent.  After  the
show,  at  a  dinner  given  for  the  most  fa-
mous   designers   of   the   day,   Darrin   \\.as
put.on  a  throne  and  cro\`Jned  King  of  the
Coachbuilders-J3o; dos  Ca/.roJs¢.crs.

The  evei.-cynical  press  agents  \\'ere  con-
siderably  shocked,  and  Hollywood  became
so`mewhat  breathless  when  it  \vas  discov-
ered   that   all   these   rumors   i\Jere   uncon-
testab]y true. Marlene Dietrich and Norinfl
Shearer    already    drove    $24,ooo     Rolls-

)y.ces  that  had  been   designed  and  con-
®Lructed  by  Darrin  in  Paris;  and  soon  the
"Parisien"   designer   `\ras   building   special

cars  for  Dick  Powell.   Clark   G{ihle    Errol

FebriitiTy  1953,

"Dutch:'  Darrin  has  carved  for  hi:i'rbself  a  rermarlcabl.e

career  whichg  |ierhaps,  has  not  yet  reached  its  peck

By   Jim   Ecirp

Flynn,  Donald   Meek,   and   the   Countess
Dorothy  Di  Frasso.  Darrin  had  definitely
"arrived."

Hollywood  could  not  resist  the  lure  of
a  French  designer;   and  somehow  the  ru-
mor  never  did  insist  on  the  fact  that  the
fabulous  Ho\`tard  A.  Darrin  of  European
reno\`'n is as  American as  Coney Island.

Darrin  chuckles  as  he  remembers  those
days.  "With  a  n{`lne  like  Dal.rim,  and  that
sign  `Darrin  of  Paris.'  everyone  automat-
ically assumed  that  I  \vas  French.  In  Hol-
lywood  that  \vas  \`'orth  more  than,all  the
`\7ork   I   had   ever  done.   Of   course   I   /z¢d
been  designing  cars  in  Paris  for  15  years,.
so  \`ihy  should  I  tell  anyone  that  my  an-
cestors  \`Tere  American  pioneers,  or  that  a
Darrin   fought   in   the   American   revolu-
tion?    It    \`iould    just    have    disappointed
them.  I   don't  remember  that  I  ever  ac-
tually  fo/c!  anyone  that  I  was  French,  but
then  I  never  did  discourage  anyone  who
wanted  to  think so."

Darrin  has  a  natural  instinct. for  show-
manship;  he is a born promoter.  And both
his  ideas   on   design  and  the  cars  he  has
constriicted   are   as   bold   and   original   in

their  concept  as  are his  schemes  to  attain
financial   backing.   'I`hat   is   why   he   has
reigned as  king of the coachbuilders  for  3o
years.

Darrin  the  ai.list  and  Darrin  the  busi-
ness  man  worked  as  a  smooth  team  when
he first started in Paris.  He and Tom Hib-
btlrd  had  gone  to  Paris  in   1922  as  repre-
sentatives  of  the  budding  LeBaron  Com-
pany.   but    they   soon    realj7,ed    that    the
French    capital,    lo€lded    as    it    \\.as    with
wealthy  tourists  from  all  over  the  world.
represented   a   gold   mine   to   enterprising
coachbuilders.

Then  Darrin  noticed  that  there  `\tas  no
agency  in  Pa,ris  for  the  Minerva`  €ilthough
the   cars   sold   well   in   the   United   States
for     SIS.ooo     to     S15.ooo.     Their     \\tell-
`scrubbed    American    faces    shining    \`Jith
hope   and  promise,   Messrs.   Hibbard   and
Darrin scurried  off to  the Minerva  factory
in  Antwerp,  Belgium.

They proposed  simply  that  they  be giv-
en the Paris agency for the Minerva.When
the   Belgians   poir)ted   out   that   Mirierva

(Please  tul.n  Page  for  Photos;
copy   continiied  oil  Page  i orty-si~)
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I    &    2.    It    is   slai.tling   to    I.e(
classic   Rolls-Royces   were   w
their   day`   Cut.ved   sides,   rak
and   the  "speed"   back  sporte{
(top   I.ight)    shocked   consei.v
Ordei.s  of  5o  each  of  these  ge
and  Dan.in  pi.oducc  in  quant
lime.   Gencr&l   Motors  p`aid   f€
mission   to   use   these   "radical

3    &   i+.    A   Bl.evet    d'Inv,enl.io',
rcw<ird   foi.   inventing   the   un
ing.   Although   the   cita`tion   r|
ci.ca,sc   in    driving   safety    thri
visibility,  Dai.Tin  was  chiefly
im|)I.oving  appearance in  moat
ing   the   hood.

5   &   6.These   two   c            one]
and`powcrl.ul,  the  other  appe:
feminine-were both  ccmstrucl
Packai.d   chassis   by   Fci.nandt
Note  that  the  Eel.nandez  and
follows  a  straight  line  ai.oun(
bard   aiid   Dai.rim   mo]ding`   (I
cui.vcs   u|)    the   windshield   I){
the   hood.   Sloping   tonneau   `i
these   proldings   \vere   Dai.rim

years.

7.  The    then    Viscount    Loui!

All  Phot.og\
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;t  Hibbard
)I..the  fii.st
3s   for   per-
es.
`s    I)al.I.in,s

;owl   stccl.-
)ns   an   in-

impl.ovcd
3rned  with
I  lcngthcn-

18   in.          .

graccfu]ly
1  tl`c  sam`e   -~

'd    Dal.I.in.
n  molding
car.  Hib-

s    I    &    2)

nd    ci.osscs

insislcd   on    specii.ying    the    1.catui.cs    of    this
bcautifu]   limousine   a,nd   kneur   exactly  whet.c
and  how  he  wanted   them   placed.  The   onl)J
thing  missing  is.a  barbecue  pit.  In  the  jargon
of   the  hucksters,  "Has  many   extras."

8.  To   many   minds   the   most   be.autiful   cai.
Dai.rim   ever.   designed,   this   Rolls-Roycc   \`Jas
constructed   in   Holly``Jood   for   the   Couiitess
Di   Frasso.   Note   that   the   sleek,   feline   lines
arc   unmarred   by   any   gadgets.   Many   will
I.ccognize   this   beauty   as   the   star   of   sevei.al
Springs  Mills  advertising   shots.

9.   This  1937   Foi.d  foul.-scalci.  is  t,he  first  car
I)a,rrin  designed  upon  his  I.eturn to  the United
States.   The    motoi.   \vas   stock   the    last   `ve
heal.d,  but what  if  a  full house  Merc,  hcadcrs,
a  Earl.is  paint  job  \vci.e   .  .   .?   Colonel  Fogel
ol.   8862   Sul}set   Blvd.,  LoS  Anfrr,CICS   still   o\vns
the  car.

Io.  This  is  the  famous  Packai.d  Darrin.  The
fii.st  was  a  ``one  off"  model  for  Clark  Gab]c.
Gable \vas in a fevei. of anticipation  while  the
cat.  `vas  I)eing   completed,   but   rumor  has   it
that  Gable  retul.ned  the  car  in  thi.ce  months.

:ea`,qkss afno:      ;Aj oeavLedryb;tot:a;g:tf pt;:ill::`,:C:uat`.Casu:i;rmdboe:.:f.
Needless   to   say,   driving   became   somcthii`g

)untbatten       t)[`  a   hazard.

from  t,hG  collect,ion  of  ``Dutclb"   Dai.I..in

;i&i :..i
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11.  This    car    is    chiefly    intei.esting    because
the   body   is   constructed   of   Fiberglas.   De-
signed  and  consti.ucted  in   1046,  the  car  \vas
too  far  ahead  of  its  time.   Darrin  says  that
production   plans   were    shelved   because   of
the   inadcqi`ate   Fibei.glas   available   at   that
time.

12.  This   1051   Cadillac  boasts  a   sliding   type
drop-head.   Entire   hal.d   top   is  demountablc.
Although   the   hood   is   clecti.ically   operated,
it  is  seldom   necessary   to   I.aise  it.   The   'r.
barely   perce|)tible   ``Vs"   a,long   the   hooQ

%   functional.   One   is   a   dummy.   The   other
two  lift  so  that  water  and  oil  can  be  checked
and   filled   without   raising   the   hood.

13.   This,  the  only  Packard   Clipper   convci.t-
iblc  made,  `vas  sold  to  Errol  Flynn  in   1941.
Note   the  swept-back   fenders  and   cut-away
doors.  Had  Packai.d  refi.aimed  from  changi``ig
Dai.1.in's  plans,  all  Clippers  would  have  been
graced   by   these   features.
14.  The    graceful    fender    line    of    this    ]atc
model  Kaiser  was  drawn   into   the  plans   in
1046.   The   i.actoi.y   made   such   changes   until
1951.

15.  This   controversial   Fiberglas   sports    car
looks_ even   better  in   real  life.   Kaiser   hopes
to  have  them  in  production  soon.  We  are  all
waiting.

15

Motor  Tren(1,
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